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“Now after they (the wise men) had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “get up, and take the child and his mother and flee 
to Egypt and remain there until I tell you…”    Matthew 2:13 
 
  I wonder what Joseph was thinking as he took Mary and baby Jesus and scrambled across the rocky desert in the middle of the night? 
 Perhaps words like these were going through his mind:  “Wouldn’t you think if I was trying to do God’s will, stuff like this wouldn’t happen? Yet it 
seems to be getting worse instead of better!  First a pregnant fiancé, then that horrible trip to Bethlehem, then, no room in the inn, and Mary has to have the 
baby in a barn. And now, just when things are starting to settle down, an angel shows up telling us to run to Egypt in the middle of the night. It is enough 
to make you wonder. Why we are suffering like this?  Why don’t these angels fight for us instead of turning us out into the  night? I don’t even know 
anyone in Egypt; how are we going to live? How am I going to feed my family?  I did not know it was going to take so long or be so tough…” 
 Have you ever felt that way, that things are overwhelming and almost impossible?  As we begin a new year and as winter sets in, often the “blues” 
are not far behind, and they can cause us to wonder and question and doubt as Joseph and Mary may have. 
 But let’s not forget, God is with us each step of the way.  Even when things seem tough, and we feel all alone, God has not abandoned us.  He has 
made a commitment and a promise to us in His Son Jesus Christ.  So one step at a time, we dedicate ourselves to stick together and follow where God 
leads us.  I wonder if it is not like Joseph and Mary on the way to Egypt? It wasn’t easy; at times it seemed impossible but they kept at it.  At times they 
must have wondered where God was in all their struggles.  But then they and we remember, “O yes, we almost forgot…God is right here with us, just as he 
promised!” Thank you Lord.  Amen. 
 
Thank you for your partnership in the Gospel, 
 
 Pastor Gary Johnson 
 
 
 

 

 

 We would like to thank everyone for his or her support and prayers following Duane's accident.  We saw first hand the power of prayer.  God 
Bless- 

Duane and Theresa Hagman 



Stewardship Message 

 What good is it, my brother if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him?  Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes 
and daily food.  If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? In 
the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action is dead.    James 2:14-17 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  
Parish Planning Council Minutes 

December 16, 2008 

President Lawrence Grant called the meeting to order.  Attending: Pastor Gary Johnson, Pastor Ale’ Tulu, Deb Holtan, Duane Morey, Chris Ueland, 
Connie Peoples, Ginny Armstrong, Winton Forsberg, Lyle Paulson, Bonnie Yost, Amber Holtan, Acting Youth Director Roberta Kalsnes, Judy Melby, 
Bill Hoglo, Darlene Hulteen, Jody Bergman, and Jane Schaumburg. 

Pastor Gary led devotions. 

Secretary's Report: Ginny moved to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2008 meeting.  Judy seconded the motion, which carried.  
 
Treasurer’s report: The treasurer’s report was presented by Winton.  Duane moved to accept the report as printed.  Judy seconded the motion, which 
carried. 

Board Reports:  Jody and Darlene presented new information on mailing items by Bulk Mail.  The US Post Office rules for mailing bulk mail have 
changed.  For example, the newsletters would have to be folded exactly square, the labels applied straight and placed in a specific area of the newsletter, 
and the addresses would have to be guaranteed correct.  Zion mails approximately 600 newsletters each month.  The newsletter is available on Zion’s 
website: ziontrf.org  It was decided that the newsletter would be distributed during Church on the first Sunday of the month, available on the website and 
that a notice would be included in the January newsletter stating that this may be the last newsletter that you receive by mail, unless you notify the Church 
office that you wish to have the newsletter mailed to you (inserted in an envelope and mailed).  Newsletters will be hand-delivered to members residing in 
the area nursing homes.  

Old Business:   The 2009 Budget was also presented by Winton.  Bill moved to accept the 2009 Budget as presented.  Judy seconded the motion, which 
carried. 



The Committee formed to hire a Youth Director recently met.  They are contacting one person to interview and will advertise again. 

The 2009 Budget will be presented at the Annual Meeting after the second service January 25, 2009.  A potluck dinner will follow. 

Chairpersons of each Board were reminded that their reports for the Annual Report are due to Dilene by January 5, 2009. 

An exit onto Knight from the new parking lot will be installed in the spring. 

Bill asked if handicap accessible bathrooms could be considered at Zion.  There was general agreement to pursue this.  Lyle will contact the City for 
details and bring information to the next board meeting. 

New Business:  Pastor Gary gave an overview of the Foundation Board.  The Board meets annually to decide how the interest from the funds is dispersed, 
including projects at Zion and outside of the church. 

All Board members were asked what would be on their wish list for Zion.  Several great ideas were mentioned. 

Pastor Gary touched again on the workshop he attended in November entitled “New Vision for Long Term Pastorate”.  Pastor Gary would like use the 
book entitled “Discerning Your Congregation’s Future” along with guidance from the Synod to assess where Zion is at and where we want to be in the 
future.  Gary will present an informational packet at a future Parish Planning meeting on how to proceed with our ministry. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Ale’ reported that Zion donated 41 boxes to the Operation Christmas Child project t.  There were over 1,200 boxes donated from 
the area.  Pastor Ale’ has made arrangements for the Bishop to speak on Mission Sunday on the second Sunday in October in 2009.  Pastors Gary and Ale’ 
will be leading an Adult Forum Bible Study Sunday mornings starting in January. 

Pastor Gary reported that the Choir Concerts will be held second service December 21, 2008.  Thursday evening Bible study will begin on the 1st Thursday 
in January. 

Roberta said the tree decorating went well and the 70+ dinner was very successful thanks to the Zion youth and their parents.  Flap Jacks for Faith will be 
held on December 21st from 9 to 11.  Roberta is looking at an easier accounting system for the Youth Budget. 

The next Parish Planning will be held on January 20, 2009. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,  
Jane Schaumburg, Secretary 

 



Falls Delivered Meals 
 

Zion is responsible for delivering Falls Delivered Meals: 
 

February 9 - 13   
February 16 – 20 
September 21 – 25  

 
If you can help, please call the church office: 

 681-329

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING 

January 25, 2009 

After second service - 

Potluck dinner to follow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 Due to new postal requirements for bulk mailings, this will be the last newsletter mailed to all congregational members.  Bulk 
mailings need to be folded and aligned perfectly to allow them access through postal machines.    Zion does not have the costly folding 
machine to accomplish this.   
 If you still want the newsletter mailed to you, call the church office at 681-3296.   Newsletters will still be delivered to members 
living at local nursing facilities, and copies will be placed in the back of the church.  The newsletter is also available on the church 
website: ziontrf.org 
 

 
From the Zion Messenger 

August 15, 1931 
 

Haven’t Got Time 
Opportunity knocked at the door with a chance for a brother within; 
He rapped till his fingers were sore, and muttered, “Come on, let me in.” 
“Here is something I know you can do, here’s a hill I know you can climb.” 
But the brother within very quickly replied: “Old fellow, I haven’t the time.” 
 
Opportunity wandered along, in search for a man who would rise, 
He said to the indolent throng: “Here’s a chance for the fellow who tries.” 
But each of them said with a smile: “I wish I could do it but I’m very busy today, 
Very busy today, and I’m sorry to say, that I really haven’t got time.” 
 
At last Opportunity came to a man who was burdened with cares, 
And said: “I now offer you the chance and the work that formerly was theirs.” 
Here’s a duty that aught to be done, It’s a chance if you’ve got time to take it.” 
Said the man with a grin: “Come along, pass it in!  I’ll either find time or I’ll make it.” 
 
Of all the excuses there are by which this old world is accursed, 
This “Haven’t got tie” is by far, the poorest, the feeblest, the worst. 
A delusion it is and a snare: if the habit is yours you should shake it. 
For if you want to do what is offered to you, you’ll find time to do it or make it. 



 
 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY BIBLE STUDY 
UNIT 5:  That’s a Deal 
 
Attendance at previous units NOT NECESSARY! 
 

January 8 thru February 19, 2009 
2:00 p.m. or 7:00 p.m. 

 
$10 MATERIAL FEE 
Contact Church Office to Register! 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 NO EXPERINCE NECESSARY BIBLESTUDY 
 

UNIT 5:  That’s a Deal 
 

JANUARY 8 THRU FEBRUARY 19, 2009 
 
  
NAME: ____________________________________ 
  
 
SESSION     ____2:00 P.M.             ____7:00 P.M. 
 
 ____  $ 10 FEE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PATHWAYS LUTHERAN OUTDOOR MINISTRIES 
 LAUNCHES STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS. 

YOU COULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
  
 

You are invited to participate in one of four upcoming “Strategic Vision-to-Action Events” 
 

Pathways finds itself at some critical crossroads concerning the future of camping ministries.  Your input is vital!  Your engagement in this process is 
crucial to the establishment of a solid strategic plan for Pathways’ future! 

 
Four identical planning sessions are scheduled for the four Saturdays in January. 

 
January 10 – Calvary Lutheran Church, Bemidji - 10:00-4:00 
January 17 – Trinity Lutheran Church, Crookston – 10:00-4:00 
January 24 – Lake of the Woods bible Camp, Baudette – 10:00-4:00 
January 31 – Trinity Lutheran Church, Moorhead – 10:00-4:00 

 
For more information, go to our web site at www.pathwaysbiblecamps.com

 
Paul Hanson, Pathways Executive Director 

http://www.pathwaysbiblecamps.com/

