
 



  

 
 PRESIDENT'S CORNER:     REMEMBER WHEN 

 

  Have you ever been at a gathering and all of a sudden you are transported back in time? As I was watching all the children and 

parents at the carnival on Rally Sunday, I was transported back to my childhood and my Sunday School beginning. 

 I attended a small church about 3 blocks from my home, it was a small white wooden church with a big steeple and the church 

parsonage next door.  This was my beginning of Sunday School, Bible School, attending services and other activities with my family, I also joined junior 

choir when I was old enough and had many suppers at Ladies Aide and helped at the church stand at the fairgrounds. 

 Back then all the girls and ladies wore dresses; I had never seen a lady in "pants" (except for my aunt when she helped milk cows). My mom sewed 

all my clothes so I never owned a dress like anyone else, some girls even had "store bought" dresses. The boys and men usually wore white shirts, dress 

pants and a tie, that almost choked them. 

 I walked the 3 blocks to Sunday School with my big sister Vivian; as I was leaving the house I was told sternly, "don't scuff your shoes, don't get 

your white anklets dirty and remember to put your offering in the collection plate". I carried my "dime" carefully tied in my hanky and it was carried as 

though it was terribly fragile. Some time is was really hard getting that knot undone at collection time. 

 Our classes were held in the basement; it smelled funny, not scary, but I waited to get upstairs to the church where is smelled like flowers and 

furniture polish. My class was in the kitchen so it smelled of coffee. We had the cutest little red wooden chairs that were placed in a circle. There was a 

long table where we did our craft projects which usually consisted of something made out of popsicle sticks, cotton balls or macaroni. My teacher always 

looked like a model and smelled "pretty". We would start out praying ,we'd sing, ("Jesus Loves Me", "This Little Light of Mine", "The B-I-B-L-E") have a 

story about Jesus or people from the Old Testament. Our story was in a pamphlet which we took home with a Bible Verse circled which was to be 

memorized by the next Sunday; if you had it memorized you received a gold star by your name and at the end of the year you got a certificate. I would 

carry my treasures upstairs and go wait by the big doors until my parents came for church. 

 As a small child, I thought the pastor was "God". He wasn't as tall as some of the men, and he didn't have much hair but his head was always shiny, 

I would wonder if his mom would scrub his head as hard as my mom did mine so that is what happened to his hair.  He wore this long black robe with 

another white shorter robe on top, he had this hard white collar around his neck that made it hard for him to turn his head, around his neck he wore this 

huge gold cross. He talked a long time and I had to sit with my hands folded on my lap and not wiggle or whisper and wait for him to finish. It was so 

"cool" to have him shake my hand and call me by my name; He knew me, He knew my name! On our walk home my parents would talk about the sermon 

and then would come the question, "what did you hear in the sermon". I was so glad to have an older sister and she always wanted to be first and answer 

right away, so by the time we got home she was still talking so I didn't have to say anything. I'm sure that was the most quiet I ever was. 

 I pray our children will have memories like this when they get "older", to share with their children. I believe it is our duty as a church to give them 

those memories. As Christ said, "Let the little children come unto me and forbid them not"...Rally Sunday truly planted the seed of memories, some past, 

some present; "thank you" all that worked so hard to make this possible, the team work was remarkable and again; YOU DID AN AWESOME JOB.    

OUR GOD IS AN AWESOME GOD. 

 

God's Blessings 

Judy Melby – President 

681-7194 – melby16@q.com 

   



 

Stewardship Board 

 
 The Fall Stewardship Drive is scheduled to begin Sunday, October 4th and end on November 9th.    When the book 

comes to your home,  please go through it,  complete your pledge card and pass it on.  If you're unable to take it to another 

family on the route, notify your block captain so that he or she can move it for you.   Thank you for your help 

 

 

 

The Reading Room 
 

Read!!    

 Your brains get hungry too. 

 

The Shack -- by William P. Young 

 

  What does God look like?  What would it be like to meet God face-to-face?  What does the Holy Spirit look like?  Jesus’ physical 

appearance is a little easier to visualize.  He was a Jew.   
 Mack" Philips took his three children on a family camping trip while his wife visited her sister. Just as they were about to leave 

the campsite, the two older kids decided to take a last canoe ride before heading home. As their canoe overturned, and Mack went to help 

them, his back was turned and the unspeakable happened. Mack's youngest daughter, Missy, was abducted by a known child predator. 

After a massive search, evidence of Missy showed up at an abandoned cabin. Although they never found her body, everyone knew the 

worst had happened. For the next four years "a great sadness" fell over Mack and his family, until a note from God showed up in his 

mailbox. What happens next will move you to a greater understanding of God's unfailing love for us all. 

 William P. Young, author of the best-selling novel, The Shack, had never intended to become an author.  The Shack was a story 

written for Philips‟ six children, with no thought or intention to publish.  He says, “It is as much a surprise to me as to anyone else that I 

am now an „author‟.”  His book has become such a phenomenon that he has his own website and blog.  Check it out at:      http://theshackbook.com 



 



 

 

  

 

 

Cook’s Corner 

  

 

 

MINUTE CHOCOLATE MUG CAKE 
The Most Dangerous Cake in the World 

 

1  Coffee Mug 

4  tablespoons flour (That's plain flour, not self-rising) 

4   tablespoons sugar 

2   tablespoons baking cocoa 

1   egg 

3  tablespoons milk 

3  tablespoons oil 

3  tablespoons chocolate chips  (optional) 

Small splash of vanilla 

  

Add dry ingredients to mug, and mix well.  Add the egg and mix thoroughly. 

Pour in the milk and oil and mix well. 

Add the chocolate chips (if using) and vanilla and mix again. 

Put your mug in the microwave and cook for 3 minutes at 1000 watts.     

        The cake will rise over the top of the mug, but don't be alarmed! 

Allow to cool a little, and tip out onto a plate if desired. 

EAT!    (This can serve two if you want to share!) 

  

And why is this the most dangerous cake recipe in the world?  Because now we are all only five minutes away from chocolate cake at any time of the day 

or night! 
  

 

  

 



 

 Falls Prepared Meals 
 

!!!!!DRIVERS NEEDED!!!!! 
 

 

September 21-25 
 

 
 

 

 

 

         Zion’s Music 
                

Special Music (subject to change) 

 

October 4: Chosen 

 October 11: Sunday School Children 

 October 18: Jubilante Campana 

 October 25: Senior Choir 
 

 

Communion Set Up 

  
 Preparation for the 2010 schedule of people to set up communion is beginning.  There a lot of you who are veterans to the routine and you are 

essential to a smoothly run program.  Yu know who you are, so please let us know as soon as possible, the weeks you wish to be scheduled. 

 For those of you who have not done it before, please try itl.  We assure you, you will be paired with someone with prior experience or have 

someone tutor you through the process the first time.  You will also be supplied with detailed instructions to keep. 

 This is a perfect opportunity for members who prefer to work “behind the scenes” to serve.  Time wise, it requires a couple of hours “set up” on 

Friday or Saturday at a time of your choice and “clean up” after the 10:30 worship service on Sunday. 

 Everyone is eligible.  If you‟re confirmation age or older, you are welcome.   

 Please contact Carol Waswick: 681-5907 or Dilene at the church office: 681-3296 to reserve your spot. 



  
Missions 

Mission-emphasis Sunday at Zion will take place on October 11, 2009.  Bishop Wohlrabe will be our guest speaker both at the worship 

services and at the adult forum. 

 In regard to missions, Zion continues to seek financial support to help three Ethiopian girls in their education guided by Christian 

mentors.  Through education, girls have a chance to escape poverty, AIDS, and abuse.  It is the hope and prayer of the mission 

"committee" that when a delegation is again sent through the REAL organization to visit these girls and this project, that anyone 

interested from Zion may join this worthwhile journey.  Pastor Ale, in particular, would like to be one of the guides. 

 Also, on Sunday, October 25 Brian and Anja Buuck and family from Wycliffe Bible translators will join us for Sunday services and adult forum. 

 

Zion Lutheran Church  

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

September 15, 2009 

The meeting was called to order by President Judy Melby at 7:00 P.M.  Attending: Pastor Gary, Pastor Ale‟, Marijo Nabben, Sharon Hoglo, Ginny 

Armstrong, Sarah Harper, Denny Minks, Jim Dalager, Phyllis Dalager, Lyle Paulson,  Connie Hamre, Deb Howe, Bonnie Yost, Amber Holtan, Chari Mills 

and Karen Thygeson. 

 

Devotions were led by Marijo Nabben. 

 

President Judy commented on the excellent attendance and participation at Rally Sunday.  She wished Pastor Ale‟, Sharon Hoglo and Bonnie Yost happy 

September birthday wishes. 

 

Jim Dalager stated that the first meal in a basket would be brought to a first recipient soon and will report back to us results of this project. 

 

Jim Dalager moved to go on record how well the Rally Sunday was received and enjoyed by the congregation. Seconded and carried.  Pastor Gary stated 

that the attendance at Rally Sunday for the one service surpassed the last high time attendance which was last April with the combined attendance of both 

services. 

 

Secretary’s Report: Ginny moved to accept the minutes of the August 25
th

 meeting; seconded and carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Ginny reported we are about - $11,000 below budget.  She reminded board members that their board budgets must be submitted 

prior to November 1
st
.  After review and discussion of the budget, it was filed for audit. 



President Judy stated that Zion‟s secretary has been in our employment for 30 plus years and additional vacation time should be considered.  Amber 

Holtan moved to grant 4 weeks of vacation time to our secretary; seconded and carried. 

 

Rally Sunday expenses were discussed.  Donations of $10.00 from each of the 9 boards and also $10 from the Choir were and will be used for youth 

drawings and activities.  Part of the expenses was offset by a free will offering and funds given by the youth board and the public relations board.  Sharon 

Hoglo moved that the balance of the expenses come out of undesignated funds. Seconded and carried. 

 

President Judy spoke about Zion‟s budget concerns.  The personnel board decided to reduce staff due to the budget.  Marijo Nabben moved to eliminate 

the staff position of visitation pastor due to budget concerns.  Discussed, seconded and carried.  It is recorded that the only reason to make this cutback is 

budget concern. 

 

Jim Dalager stated the Lay Ministry could use additional volunteers for home communion.  If interested in volunteering, please contact Jim or the church 

for additional instructions.  President Judy stated we are in need of move volunteers in many of the areas of our church. 

 

Board Reports: 

Chari Mills discussed the upcoming pool party.  The youth are selling calendars.  Flapjacks for Faith is starting this next Sunday.  We will be asking for 

donations of certain items. 

 

Amber Holtan reported the Sunday school staff is now filled and thanks all the teachers for volunteering their talents for our youth.  She also reported the 

great success of Rally Sunday. 

 

Bonnie Yost reported they are two members short on the Fellowship Board. 

 

Deb Howe reports that she is looking into putting something out on a website. 

 

Lyle Paulson reported the completion of the canopy.  Stripping will be done on the parking lot.  The neighbor by the new parking lot is requesting a buffer 

be put in place.  Lyle will meet with the Women of Zion and decide what should be done with the carpet next to the kitchen window counter. 

 

Sarah Harper reported on upcoming youth activities.  October 30
th

 – November 1
st
 a Sr. youth gathering in Craguns with the cost of $190 per person.  

November 20
th

 and 21
st
 a Jr. youth gathering at  Arrowwood in Alex. 

 

President Judy stated that a job description for our new youth director would be signed shortly.  Denny Minks moved to accept her salary and later 

rescinded his motion and made another motion to approve the salary plus benefits. Seconded and carried. 

 

Sharon Hoglo reported the fall stewardship drive will begin October 4
th

 and end November 9
th

.  Simply Giving will again be encouraged this year.  There 

will also be temple talks encouraging stewardship. 

 

Pastor’s Reports: Pastor Gary stated a good start to September with a great Rally Sunday.  Pastor Gary and Pastor Ale‟ will be attending meetings at Fair 

Hills Resort next Monday-Wednesday.  Adult bible study begins October 8
th

.  There will be a 2 P.M. session and a 7 P.M. session.  No experience is 



necessary and all are invited to attend.  The Bishop writes on the Synod website.  The October 4
th

 adult forum between services will be used to discuss 

what happened at the ELCA convention. 

 

Pastor Ale‟ discussed upcoming Mission Sunday on October 11
th

. At forum, there may be snacks relating to different heritages to share along with our 

muffins.  Confirmation classes are starting.  There will be a 3
rd

 grade orientation and they will receive their bibles on Reformation Sunday. 

 

Meeting closed with the Lord‟s Prayer.  The next Parish Council Meeting will be October 20
th

 with Connie Hamre giving devotions. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Karen Thygeson, Secretary 

 
From the Editor 

 

“This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 

 

  I have been reading, probably for the tenth time, the Laura Ingalls Wilder series.  It has been a heartwarming experience, 

reminiscent of my childhood days when my mother had to force me to, “Close the library book, and…” a) “come eat lunch,” b) 

“go outside and play,” c) “please, clean your room.”  I would have read from morning, which didn‟t start until 10:00 AM, until 

the sandman poured his last bag of grit into my sleepy eyes, and I fell asleep with my flashlight and my library book open on my 

chest.   

 Reading Little House in the Big Woods and its tale of eating freshly cooked maple sugar and Johnny cake, visiting the store with “wide grey boards 

instead of logs” on the shore of Lake Pepin, and churning golden yellow butter and molding it into little pats with a strawberry imprint on each brings a 

comfort zone of safety, warmth and carefree days of yesteryear. 

 At least it did  - until I hit a reality check.  Tuesday, September 22, is B-Day.  That is B as in bionic.  I have hip replacement surgery scheduled for 

6:00 AM on September 22.   

 2009 doesn‟t encompass the security and carefree feelings of my childhood, but what blessings we are exposed to in the 21
st
 century.  If not for 

modern day marvels, I would be nearly blind from cataracts and resigned to the knowledge that I could not freely or painlessly play on the floor with my 

grandchildren or enjoy a photo safari in the woods. 

 As the economy concerns us more and more, and many of us advance more deeply into the “golden years,” let us remember to be grateful and 

thankful for the blessings that we have and dwell in God‟s grace today rather than in the “good old days.”   

  

“This is the day the Lord has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

  

Darlene Hulteen   

 


