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Dear Friends in Christ 

 

 

Heaven’s Grocery Store 

 

I was walking down life's highway a long time ago, 

One day I saw a sign that read "Heaven's Grocery Store." As I got a little closer, the door came open wide. 

And when I came to myself, I was standing there inside. 

 

I saw a host of angels, they were standing everywhere, One handed me a basket and said, "My child shop with care. 

" Everything I needed was in that grocery store 

And all you couldn't carry, you could come back for more. 

First, I got some patience, love was in the same row, Further down was understanding, you need that wherever you go. 

I got a box or two of wisdom and a bag or two of faith, 

I just couldn't miss the Holy Ghost, for it was all over the place. 

 

I stopped to get some strength and courage, to help me run the race. 

By then my basket was getting full, but I remembered I needed some grace. 

I didn't forget salvation, for salvation, that was free, 

So I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. Then I started up to the counter to pay my grocery bill, For I thought I had everything to do my 

Master's will. 

 

As I went up the aisle, I saw prayer and I just had to put that in. 

For I knew when I stepped outside, I would run right into sin. 

Peace and joy were all plentiful, they were on the last shelf. 

Song and praises were hanging near, so I just helped myself. 

 

Then I said to the angel, "Now how much do I owe 

He just smiled and said, "Just take them everywhere you go." 

Again, I smiled at him and said, "How much do I owe?" He smiled again and said, "My child, Jesus paid your bill a long time ago." 

 

Pastor Gary  

 

 



Worship Board 
 

The Worship Board needs your help!!    

 

* Someone to be the "environment person" for the church.  

 This person would be responsible for decorating the sanctuary and other parts of the church.   

* Another member for their board. 

* Members for a worship band 

 

If you can help, contact either Chris Ueland or Junelle Hoffer 

 

 

Letter from the President 
 

 This is my first letter since being elected as President of Zion's Congregation.  The future of Zion is very near and dear to my heart; there are many 

wonderful happenings at Zion, but, there is also room for improvement.  We are so fortunate to have such wonderful people on our boards, and our council 

is excellent and ready to get down to work. 

 I can't believe we are a few short weeks away from Rally Sunday. I hope you had time this summer to enjoy the wonderful gift God has so 

generously given us, His creation.  I hope you took the time to enjoy the trees, lakes, rivers, nature at its finest. Did you take time to look up and watch the 

clouds, enjoy the smell that only He can provide after sending us the rain, feel His hand on your face when He passed by in the breeze? We truly know He 

is alive as He promised; we just need to look around and observe for ourselves.  We will soon pass to the time of the most beautiful artist that has inspired 

more artists than anyone else, beautiful colors of fall.               

 Soon our lives will be back to "normal.‖  School will be in session, parents will be signing children up for activities, students will be participating 

in fall sports.  Life returns to normal.  Where is Christ in our normal life??  Will your children be enrolled in Sunday School?  Confirmation?  Youth 

group?  Will the adults partake in choir?  Men's groups?  Women's circles?  Will we sign up to help in Sharing Servants, or is the old excuse, "I work, I'm 

tired, I need to take my kids..."  We are ALL busy, tired, involved in community affairs. We all want a "smoothly run" church.  We need your help to do 

just that.  It runs fine with a few; think how wonderfully it would run with many. 

 We welcome this fall our new youth director, new Sunday School teachers, and new members.  Please make Zion a priority this year.  We need 

you, but more important, WE WANT YOU.  We are a family; when a family member is missing, there is a void.  We don't want an empty chair where you 

should be.  Christ is calling you, Zion is calling you, I am calling you. 

 

God's Blessings 

Judy Melby – President 

681-7194 – melby16@q.com 

   

Stewardship Message 
  



 Stewardship is about more than money.  But it is about money.  Your use of money and other possessions are an important part of 

your discipleship as followers of Jesus.  The word ―steward‖ comes from the Anglo-Saxon term ―sty warden,‖ the person who took care of 

the pigsty!  The term has evolved to describe anyone who is the keeper of another person’s possessions.  Steward describes your relationship 

with God the creator.  It helps you to see that God has ―created me and all that exists‖ (Luther’s Small Catechism, Apostles’ Creed).  All that 

we are and all that we have, come from God as Blessings.  It is your responsibility to take care of and use wisely these blessings.  They include your time, 

attention, physical health, energy, talents, possessions, attitudes, relationships, and money.  That includes the sharing  of your financial resources to 

support the ministry of the church. 

 Stewardship ministry has a long history in the life of the church.  It has often been the place in the life of a congregation where the financial needs and 

realities of the organization are addressed.  In many congregations this broad-based way of thinking has been focused only on the congregation’s budget.  

And so there can be a sense of not having enough to pay the bills.  What this leads to is conversation about meeting the budget.  Thus limited, these 

conversations use only fund-raising language and can lead you away from a healthy understanding of what stewardship ministry can be for you as disciples 

of Jesus. 

 

Make IT Simple 

Stewardship 101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting Ready for Fall 
Wednesday, September 2 

2:00 PM 



The Reading Room 
 

 

Read!!    

 Your brains get hungry too. 

 

 It’s August 22, my mother’s birthday.  She was born in 1912.  As I sit at my computer I glance at the red, white and blue book jacket of Gretchen 

Urness Beito’s book, Coya Come Home.   
 In 1963 my parents moved to a house on Beltrami Avenue in Bemidji.  Across the street lived a young college student, Terry 

Knutson, and his family.  During Terry’s short stay in the house on Beltrami Avenue, he and my mother formed a bond.  Terry’s 

mother too was born on August 22, 1912 – Congresswoman Coya Knutson from Oklee, Minnesota, the Minnesota farmwife who took 

Washington by storm.   

 When I purchased the autographed book, Coya Come Home, written by Zion’s own Gretchen Beito, it was with an amazing 

thrill of excitement, not only because of Gretchen’s great accomplishment, but because I feel a tie between my mother, Coya and me.  

 ―COYA, COME HOME,‖ a newspaper headline that reverberated around the world in May 1958, referred to a letter written by 

Congresswoman Coya Knutson’s husband demanding that she abandon her political aspirations and return home to be a full-time 

housewife.  He implied that the 45-year-old Congresswoman and her 29-year-old administrative assistant were having an affair.  The 

allegations were untrue, but as a consequence of this letter, Coya lost her Congressional seat; her personal life was held up to scrutiny, 

and her political career was permanently destroyed. 

 What began as Gretchen Beito’s Master’s thesis at the University of North Dakota, evolved into the intimate, heartbreaking story of the spirited 

middle-aged farm wife who went to Washington to fulfill her dreams of a political career. 
 

 

Evangelism Report 
 

 The Board wants to thank Sharon Hoglo for being so dedicated to the mission of taking care of our Nursery Roll Packets.  Sharon and 

Bill have been sending out pamphlets and booklets to children that are baptized here at Zion for the past 15 years!  The booklets and pamphlets 

come in a kit that is assigned to that particular child.  There is a calendar of sorts on the back that is followed as to when the booklets or 

pamphlets get sent out according to the child’s age.  Now, Sharon has decided to turn the ―job‖ back over to the Evangelism board.  

 The month of July eleven individual mailings went out.  And now the month of August there were fifteen individual mailings.  Once 

the child reaches Sunday School age, the mailings are finished.   

 If anyone is interested in seeing the packets, please give me a call, I will be glad to bring one with me to church a Sunday and show it 

to you!  There is a lot of information in them! 

 Also if anyone is interested in making a contribution towards our supplies for the Loaves of Bread on Sunday mornings, please let me know.  The 

ingredients have gone up considerably, and so has the price of the tins. We will be starting the Bread again the Sunday after Rally Sunday.   

 

Chairperson, Deb Holtan 449-4645 



 

 

Falls Prepared Meals 
 

!!!!!DRIVERS NEEDED!!!!! 
 

 

September 21-25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LCW Cluster 2 Meeting 

Zion Lutheran Church 

 
Saturday, September 26, 2009 

Registration and coffee - 8:30 

Program – 9:00 

Noon luncheon – 12:00 

 

                         Coffee served by Silver Creek 
 

 

 

 

                         ZLCW Meeting 

                               Zion Lutheran Church 
 

Tuesday, September 8 

12:00 
……………………………………………………………………………… 



 

MEN’S BREAKFAST 

 

COMING SOON!! 
 

 

At Melody’s………………………………6:30 AM 

Fridays………….beginning September 11 

 
We are looking for new members to join us on Friday mornings.  Prior to breakfast there is interesting conversation on a variety of topics.  After eating, 

Sunday’s Gospel is read and discussed.  An offering is taken, and we are usually done in an hour.  Over the past fifteen years, our group has donated over 

$6,000 to various projects at Zion, some of most recent being Zion Youth and the Deacon’s Fund. 
 

Try It -- You’ll Enjoy It 

 

Car Seat Safety 
From the Desk of Parish Nurse 

Sandy Knutson 

 

 On June 9th the seat belt law changed. The new law states that all people need to be buckled correctly. In addition, law 

enforcement can now pull a vehicle over if they see someone not buckled. The fine can be as high as $100, in contrast a hospital bill 

for unbelted person can go as high as a $1M. Drivers and passengers over age 15 can each be cited separately; the driver will be cited 

for children under 15 in their car not buckled.   

 

New Booster Seat Law Effective July 1, 2009 

 

 Minnesota has strengthened its child passenger safety law by requiring a child who is both under age 8 and shorter than 4 feet 9 inches to be 

fastened in a child safety seat or booster. Boosters are seat lifts that help raise a child up so a seat belt fits properly. However, it is recommended to keep 

children in a booster based on their height, rather than their age. Kids that are shorter than 4 feet 9 inches aren’t ready to use a seat belt alone, so keep kids 

boosted until they can wear the adult belt properly.  Poor belt fit can contribute to death or serious injury — including internal injury and spinal cord 

damage. A sign a belt does not fit properly is if it rubs against a child’s neck, or the child tucks the belt behind his back. It is also strongly recommended 

that kids ride in the back seat until they are at least 13 years old.  For more on traffic safety go to www.buckleupkids.state.mn.us 

 

For more information, contact Parish Nurse, Sandy Knutson – 618-3296 

http://www.buckleupkids.state.mn.us/


 

 

  
 

Cook’s Corner 

  

 

 

 

Pastor Gary’s Brownies 

 

1 Box Brownie Mix  

1 Can Black Beans 

 

Open box, dump in bowl with black beans. 

Puree until smooth. 

Bake as box directs. 

 

Now what can be easier than that? Or healthier? 

 

 
Chocolate and Velveeta Cheese Fudge 

Ingredients: 

 1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened 

 8 ounces pasteurized process cheese, Velveeta, cubed 

 1 1/2 pounds confectioners' sugar, about 5 cups unsifted 

 1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa 

 1/2 cup non-fat dry milk 

 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

 2 cups coarsely chopped pecans or walnuts 

Preparation: 



In a large saucepan over medium heat butter and cheese cubes together, stirring frequently; remove from heat. Sift together confectioners' sugar and cocoa; 

add to cheese, mixing well. Stir in non-fat dry milk, vanilla and nuts. Turn into a 9x9x2-inch pan; chill until firm and cut into squares. Makes about 3 

pounds of Velveeta Fudge. 
 

From the Editor 

 
“You don't have to be a „person of influence‟ to be influential. In fact, the most influential people in my life are probably not even aware of the things 

they've taught me.”                                                      Scott Adams 

 

 August’s sultry Dog Days (I began writing this in June before I realized we weren’t going to have sultry Dog Days this year.) are always 

reminiscent of the panic I felt to get my summer projects completed before the first day of school.  Even after two years of retirement from teaching, I feel 

the dread of schedules, alarm clocks and early mornings. 

 This year as I anticipate the coolness of the first frost and the changing of the leaves from green to gold and orange, I recall the myriad of things I 

learned in school. I still remember some algebra, a bit of the chemical table and the shape of food pyramid.  I fondly remember diagramming sentences and 

conjugating verbs.  I remember reading The House of Seven Gables and endless translations of nouns, verbs and adjectives from English to French.   

 What I remember most, however, has nothing to do with academics or homework assignments.  What I treasure most is what I learned from 

students.  

 I taught English for eight years before I retired to raise our children.  I recall vividly the sunny disposition of an eighth grade 

girl who made every day more pleasant.  Beth charmed everyone with her positive attitude and cheerful outlook.  Every day was a 

good day for Beth; therefore every day was a better day for me.  Seven years after leaving the school district, I gave birth to a baby 

girl.  Jim and I named our daughter Suzanne Elizabeth after little Beth I had taught in eighth grade.   

 I also was school librarian for twenty years.  I will never forget the chubby faces and toothy grins of the ―Johnson twins.‖  

Each week the elementary classes climbed the stairs to the third floor library.  One afternoon as the kindergarten class walked out 

the door, one of the twins, I don’t remember which, beckoned me with her pointer finger. I assumed she wanted to tell me 

something, so I bent down to her eye level.  She said nothing but put one hand on each side of my face and gave me a kiss.  With 

tears in my eyes, I gave her a hug and told her I would see her next week. 

 Another student, this one a young man not especially fond of books or sitting quietly in a classroom, one I would have liked 

to implant with an ―I love to Read‖ gene, stopped each morning at every teacher’s door.  He shared an original pithy quote, made 

everyone smile and calmly went about his day doing as little academically as possible. 

  What did I learn from these students?  I learned that it takes little effort to brighten someone’s day.   I learned you don’t have to be 

old to be a role model. 

 Students as you begin a new year in school, congregation members as we celebrate Rally Sunday and the beginning of another 

church year, let us remember how much we influence each other. Whether for good or bad, we touch lives every day. 

 

Darlene Hulteen   

 

 

 



Sharing Servants 

 

 In September Parish Fellowship will be reviewing and making new Sharing Servants booklets.  I know everyone has a busy life, and time gets 

away from us.  I often ask myself where does the time go.  When someone from the from the Fellowship Board calls and asks if you could serve as an 

usher, greeter, coffee server or leader, please take time and think about what is asked of you before you say, ―No.‖   

  I sometimes think that people come together at Zion for the fellowship as well as coming together for the Lord.   

 We will start calling in September, and it is a great way for new members to get to know other members. 

 In December we will have caroling and have a light supper at the church afterwards.  February will be the February Fling. 

 I encourage everyone to become active with Sharing Servants. 

 

Bonnie Yost, Parish Fellowship Chairman 

Rally Sunday!!!!!!!!  

September 13 

Church Parking Lot…………..After Sunday School 

No second service on September 13 

Meet and Greet 

Zion Members 

Board Members 

 

Exciting New Sunday School Year 

                                                 September 13       9:30-10:20 AM 

                                                              Exciting New Curriculum!!!! 

                                              Amber Holtan – 689-9405 



Opinion Page 

Dear One: 

 I would like to say this in a loving way and I want to use the softest possible terms, but our apathy may need stronger language to move us to 

action.                                                                                The Bible is under attack and the hierarchy of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is 

in retreat.  Examine the educational material used in our Sunday school and conformation class.  Watch for the impact of politically correct and 

environmentally foolish examples that soften our attitude to accept frivolous and unscientific reasoning.   Notice the absence of quotations, chapter 

and verse, from the Bible.  Go deeper and examine the teaching of some seminary professors and ask their views about Gods judgment concerning Heaven 

and Hell.  View the available outreach videos they send to our local congregations and see the lack of direct teaching from the Bible.  Notice how much 

environmentally foolish and politically correct language is used.           The liberals have taken over our church!  What will God do about it?  The 

doctrinal church has taken over God’s plan for man salvation with the promise of a do it yourself salvation.  Being self reliant may work for this life but it 

is Hell for the life to come!!  Read the Book of Revelation chapter 1, 2, 3.  We are the Church of Ephesus, accepting the practices of the Nicolaitans and 

not loving God like we did at first.  Or are we like the Church of Sardis (asleep to what is happening) or Laodicea (neither hot or cold to God).  Study the 

Churches in Revelation and realize at judgement time God chooses believers and rejects nonbelievers.  God is the judge and knows the heart of all His 

creation! 

 

Bill Penning                                                                                             215 Kendall Ave. S                                                     Thief River Falls, MN  56701 

*The opinions on this page are not necessarily those of the congregation of Zion 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

 

Zion Lutheran Church  

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

July 21, 2009 

 

 

 President Judy Melby called the meeting to order.  Attending: Pastor Gary, Pastor Ale',  Chari Mills, Roberta Kalsness, Marijo Nabben, Sharon Hoglo, 

Deb Holtan, Ginny Armstrong, Jim Dalager, Connie Peoples, Lyle Paulson, Denny Minks, Amber Holtan and Karen Thygeson. 

 

President Judy led devotions. 



 

Secretary's Report: Ginny moved to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2009 meeting.  Seconded and carried. 

Treasurer's Report: Ginny reported we are $19,000 below budget. A discussion was held on the Simple Giving Program; Denny suggested having a 

temple talk perhaps in September to explain the program and encourage its use.  Sharon Hoglo moved to accept the treasurer's report, seconded and 

carried. 

Board Reports:  Lyle discussed the canopy project.  Cars could drive thru it to let people out and it would have good railings and lights.  A check for 20% 

down would be sent so project could begin.  Lyle also reported on the paving of the additional parking lot and alley between the two parking lots.  It would 

cost $18,250 to pave the lot and an additional $4,500 for the alley.  He stated that curbs should also be put in so people would not drive on the sidewalks.  

This money would come out of the property fund.  Sharon Hoglo moved to approve the project and encourage a fund raiser at a later date.  Seconded and 

carried. 

 Amber reported she would like the banner hung in Mid August prior to Rally Sunday which will be September 13th.  She encouraged name tags for 

the Little Lambs and all Sunday school children for Rally Sunday.  A youth picnic or carnival for that day was also discussed and Amber will take this idea 

back to her board for further discussion.  Our new Youth Director will be introduced on Rally Sunday and sooner if she starts earlier.  Amber is checking 

on two Sunday School curriculums this year and was told to order the one she decides on. 

 Marilyn Adams will be on the Environment Committee. 

 There is no chairman for the Public Relations board yet.  Every board chairman should have an article for the newsletter.  The report may be 

brought to the Parish Council Meeting the third Tuesday of the month.  Public relations will handle anything that needs to be put in the local paper. 

 

Old Business: We are still missing two tables.  It is the church policy not to lend out any tables or chairs. 

New Business: Previously a card swipe program for door control at a cost of $4144.20 had been approved.  After discussion with the Secretary, she 

requested that instead of this project, she would like to see the phones fixed and a different copy machine acquired.  Denny moved to rescind the motion on 

the door control and look into the other two requests, seconded and carried.  Karen will check on the copy machine and report back at the next meeting. 

 President Judy stated that the Youth Director gets way too much paper work.  Roberta Kalsness volunteered to do the youth financial paper work.  

Sarah Harper, a graduate of Concordia will be our new Youth Director. 

Youth Director Report: Roberta reported on the National Gathering.  29 youth went to camp.  The muffin money was divided between REAL- 

Pennington County Humane Society, Thief River Falls Area Food Shelf and Little Brother Little Sister Program: with each program realizing an amount of 

$433.48. 

 Sharon reported there will be a stewardship drive this Fall. 

Pastor's Report: Pastor Ale' took three kids to LOW Pathways Camp.  He has also been working on continued education.  Pastor Gary will also be going 

to camp for a week. 

 The next Parish Planning will be held on August 18, 2009 with Denny giving devotions. 

 

 The meeting was closed with the Lord's Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Karen Thygeson, Secretary 



 Zion Lutheran Church  

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

June 16, 2009 

Acting President Judy Melby called the meeting to order.  Attending: Pastor Gary, Pastor Ale’, Deb Holtan, Duane Morey, Winton Forsberg, Lyle Paulson, 

Acting Youth Director Roberta Kalsnes, Darlene Hulteen, Amber Holtan, Connie Peoples, Ginny Armstrong, Chris Ueland, Bonnie Yost, Bill Hoglo, and 

Jane Schaumburg. 

Pastor Gary led devotions. 

Secretary's Report: Ginny moved to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2009 meeting with the Treasurer Report date error being changed from March 

to April.  Connie seconded the motion, which carried.  

Treasurer’s report: The treasurer’s report was presented by Winton.  He reported that May was a very good month, partially because a 2009 pledge of 

$18,000 was received.    Bonnie moved to accept the report as printed.  Bill seconded the motion, which carried.                              Board Reports:  Lyle 

presented estimates for two different size awnings for the north side of the church.  After much discussion, Bill moved to have Lyle obtain bids from two 

contractors and install two awnings over the north doors.  Chris seconded the motion, which carried.  The motion was then amended to include that the two 

awnings would not exceed $60,000.  Funds from the Nelson funds and the awning fund will be used to pay for the project.                                                                    

 Lyle also reported that one of the walk-behind lawnmowers is not worth fixing.  Duane moved to purchase a lawnmower from Sears.  Connie 

seconded the motion, which carried.                                        Duane did not have anything new to report from the Board; however he wanted to 

thank Zion and the Ladies for supporting the youth at Bible Camp.  The Youth had a great time at camp!                           Chris reported that a 

request has been presented for members of Zion to play in a band during worship services.  Is there interest in having a float in parade during the fair on 

July 15, 2009?                                Amber reported that 55 youth attended VBS; pre-registering worked well and June seemed to be a good time to hold 

VBS.  The Sunday School curriculum will be decided on at the next board meeting.  Several people commented that they appreciated real bread during 

communion.                                                                                             Deb reported that we received new Care Notes with a wide variety of topics.  

The Evangelism Board will now be taking care of the Nursery Roll, which is a package of cards that are sent to children during the three years after their 

baptism.                                                         Darlene reported that the shelves are up for the books; however the books haven’t been moved yet.  Judy 

asked if the Public Relations Board would discuss if they will be able to hang advertising banners such as VBS, Rally Sunday, etc. once the new awnings 

are erected. 

Old Business:  Judy reported that progress has been made with the Nominating Committee to replace board members.  The phone system has not been 

updated.  The sound system will be adjusted during Rally Sunday.  Discussion about a key/card control access security system for the Church doors.  Bill 

moved to get a card control security system.  Lyle seconded the motion, which carried. 

New Business:  Few comments about eliminating the WOW services for this summer were received.  The Properties Board denied the Boy Scouts request 

to use both vans for a trip to Indiana.  One of the vans is not mechanically reliable and the other is not in good repair.  The Properties Board wanted Parish 

Planning Council’s opinion on the request.  After much discussion, Ginny moved to deny the request for the Boy Scouts to use the Vans.  Winton 

seconded the motion, which carried. 



There are two applicants for the Youth Minister position, one is a graduate of St. Olaf and the other is a graduate from Concordia.                  The Semi 

Annual will be held on June 28, 2009 between Sunday services. 

Youth Director Report:  Temporary accounts have been set up at Northern State Bank for each other youth attending the National Youth Gathering so 

they won’t have to carry large amounts of cash.  The balance of the registration is due June 19
th

.  There will be a get together on June 24
th

 to finalize the 

plans for the trip.  The chaperones have not been determined yet.  Bible camps have been doing well. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Gary mentioned that both he and Pastor Ale’ have included information in the newsletter about the upcoming resolutions on 

Sexuality to be voted on at the ELCA Convention.  Suggestions of offering a one-time adult forum to voice opinions and discuss or distributing a survey. 

The next Parish Planning will be held on July 21, 2009. 

Thoughts and prayers for all the families grieving the lost of loved ones. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Jane Schaumburg, Secretary 

Zion Lutheran Church  

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

August 25, 2009 

 

The meeting was called to order by President Judy Melby.  Attending: Pastor Gary, Pastor Ale’, Ginny Armstrong, Denny Minks, Sarah Harper, Sharon 

Hoglo, Deb Holtan, Amber Holtan, Bonnie Yost, Chris Ueland, Jim Dalager, Connie Peoples, Lyle Paulson, Deb Howe, Chari Mills, Marijo Nabben and 

Karen Thygeson.  

 

Devotions were led by Denny Minks. 

 

President Judy introduced and welcomed new Youth Director, Sarah Harper.  

 

Secretary’s Report: Correction was made to the July 21
st
 minutes; 19 youth attended the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans and not 29 as written.  

Ginny Armstrong moved to approve minutes as corrected.  Seconded and carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Ginny reported we are behind about $10,000 in pledges.  Ginny read a thank you note received for use of the kitchen with a $50.00 

donation included.  Connie Peoples moved to put the check into the church funds, seconded and carried.  Sharon Hoglo moved to accept the treasurer’s 

report, seconded and carried. 

 



Board Reports: Sharon Hoglo reported that the statements of giving will be sent out in September.  Temple talks are scheduled for this Fall for 

stewardship. 

 Deb Holtan reported October 28
th

 is Reformation Sunday and we should ask people to come back and share in family worship with us. 

Bonnie Yost reported beginning in September the nursery will not be manned. 

 Chris Ueland reported that music will be a focus this year in our youth programs. 

 Jim Dalager reported that it has been a custom to have a lay person preach the sermon on Labor Day Sunday, which is September 6
th

; and he will 

find the speaker. 

 Deb Howe reported they are getting ready to advertise for rally Sunday.  Discussion was held regarding the banner printer that is in need of repair 

and where it should be stored. 

 Lyle Paulson reported the canopy is in the process of being installed as well as construction of the additional parking lot. 

 President Judy discussed the use of hand sanitation as a precaution against germs for our Sunday School students. Sanitized wipes was also 

suggested.  

 It was noted that we are still short a few board members.  If interested in serving on a board, please contact President Judy. 

 Amber Holtan reported on upcoming Rally Sunday which is September 13
th

.  She and her board are making arrangements for several games for 

children of all ages; examples would be Plinko, cupcake walk, sucker wheel and other games.  Perhaps there will be Bible trivia for older children.  There 

will be a free will offering for the hot dogs, chips and bars to help defray some of the costs.  Plans are to have a carnival atmosphere outside in the lot so all 

can enjoy the fellowship with our church families.  Tables will be set up as information booths of interest sharing ideas such as Vacation Bible School, 

Choir, Adult Forum, Wednesday Night Youth, PR booth and others.  More information will be shared after the board meets.   

 There is still need for several Sunday School teachers and Christian Education Board would appreciate volunteers to share their talents with our 

children.   

 Chari Mills moved to cancel the second worship service on Rally Sunday so all can participate in the activities.  Pastor Gary will be preaching at 

Silver Creek and would invite any worshipers to attend that service if they choose not to attend the first service. 

The Saugen Fund matures in September; Jim Dalager moved to put the CD in for one year, seconded and carried. 

 The 15 year old phone system needs replacing; we will get bids. 

 Sarah Harper, new youth director, has been with us for one week.  She has sent out youth letters.  She reminded us of Flapjacks for Faith on 

September 20
th

. 

 President Judy asked the Vice-Presidents to report back to her after their attendance at the board meetings.  All were reminded to send our articles 

to Darlene for the newsletter. 

 There were great discussions regarding the results of the homosexual issues at the National ELCA Convention.  Pastor Gary and Pastor Ale’ 

encouraged attendance to hear the Bishop discuss these issues during the open forum on Thursday, August 27, at Zion Lutheran. 

 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Ale’ stated Confirmation orientation will be September 23
rd

.   There are 19 9
th

 grade students and 15 8
th

 grade students.   

 

Pastor Gary welcomed new youth director, Sarah Harper. 

 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   

 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be September 15
th

 with Marijo giving devotions. 

 



Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Thygeson, Secretary 



From the Desk of Bishop Larry Wohlrabe 
August 23, 2009 

 

Dear Servants of Christ in the Northwestern Minnesota Synod, 

 

May you all receive a full measure of God’s amazing grace on this day which the Lord has made! 

 This past week over a thousand pastors and lay voting members met at the Minneapolis Convention Center for the 11th Churchwide Assembly of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—the highest legislative assembly in our church. Our gathering has been filled with vibrant worship, stirring 

Bible studies, testimonies from congregations engaged in God’s mission, and news about exciting ministries and initiatives in the ELCA. I encourage you 

to find out more about the whole assembly experience by going to the ELCA Website, www.elca.org. 

 With respect to our legislative function we considered a number of reports, nominations for offices, and proposals about the work or policies of our 

church. The actions receiving the most attention (and news media coverage) were those related to documents produced by the ELCA Task Force on 

Human Sexuality Studies, as requested by the 2001 and 2007 Churchwide Assemblies.  

 

During the Churchwide Assembly 
 

 · Assembly voting members entered into extensive discussion, debate and prayer as they considered proposals from the Task Force. The 24 voting 

members from our synod were ―troopers‖—putting in long hours and giving themselves fully to the difficult discussions we faced. A couple of us spoke at 

the microphone, and you can read what I said in debate on my personal blog: http://larrywohlrabe.blogspot.com 

 · The social statement, Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust was adopted (after three mainly editorial amendments were approved). The social 

statement was approved this past Wednesday by a razor-edge vote of 676 in favor and 338 opposed---exactly the 2/3 majority vote required for all social 

statements by the ELCA Constitution.. 

 · On Friday, four resolutions pertaining to the eligibility of gay and lesbian persons in committed relationships for service on one of the four 

ministry rosters of our church were also approved.  

 

What does all this mean for us in the Evangelical Lutheran in America? The implications of these actions will unfold more fully over time, but here are 

three things we know for sure: 

 1. Whereas persons in committed same-sex relationships formerly were barred from serving on any of the official ministry rosters of our church, a 

way is now being opened for them to serve in such ministries, if they are otherwise qualified (as determined by a synod candidacy committee) and if a 

congregation chooses to call them. Over the coming months, policies to implement this decision will be worked out by churchwide leaders and staff, in 

consultation with the Conference of Bishops. 

 2. This change in our rostering policies will bring joy to many in our church who have worked for decades to bring us to this day. This includes gay 

and lesbian persons who have felt a call to ministry, their families and friends and supporters, and ELCA congregations that are ready to receive such 

candidates for ministry. 

 3. This change will be unsettling, even troubling, to others in our church who may view the actions of the Assembly as contrary to the Bible and 

Lutheran teaching and practice. Some may feel conscience-bound to oppose these changes and disallow partnered gay and lesbians from serving in 

ministry in their congregations. One of the provisions approved by the Assembly states that in this matter we must ―bear one another’s burdens, love the 

neighbor, and respect the bound consciences of all‖ (from Resolution #1 of the Ministry Policies approved by the Assembly). 

http://www.elca.org/
http://larrywohlrabe.blogspot.com/


 In our Northwestern Minnesota Synod we have members and congregations representing the whole range of responses mentioned above. This past 

May our synod assembly narrowly voted down a resolution to reject the proposed social statement. The same assembly even more narrowly approved (by 

just two votes!) a resolution urging rejection of the proposed ministry policy changes.  

 Because it is important for us in the Northwestern Minnesota Synod to have time to ―digest‖ these actions of the Churchwide Assembly, I have 

scheduled two open forums, which are listed below. At these meetings, I and other members of the Churchwide Assembly voting member delegation will 

be present to share our experiences, hear your thoughts and respond to your questions. 

 

· Thursday, August 27, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church, 505 Main Avenue North, Thief River Falls. 

 

· Thursday, September 3, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 703 Douglas Avenue, Henning. 

 

 We on the synod staff, along with other synod leaders, will strive to keep you informed about these changes and their implications—even as you 

will also receive information directly from the ELCA churchwide organization and Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson. I’m sure that at our upcoming 

Theology for Ministry Conference at Fair Hills Resort, Detroit Lakes, the rostered leaders of our synod will be discussing this matter at great length. 

 Finally, let me assure you that while some things have started to change about our ministry policies with respect to partnered gay and lesbian 

persons, much has not changed in our church. Here are some of the things that have NOT changed: 

 · Jesus Christ is Lord of all. God is on a great mission in the world. We who make up the church—in all our ups, downs, gifts and challenges—

continue to serve God’s mission. None of these bedrock realities have changed. 

 · Neither individuals nor congregations are bound by these decisions in their day-to-day lives. No person and no congregation will be ―forced‖ to 

believe, say or do anything they believe is not in accordance with the Word of God. 

 · Congregations will continue, as they always have in the Lutheran Church, to decide who they will call to be their pastors or rostered lay leaders. 

 Now a pastoral word of counsel for you all: If you are pleased by these changes in ministry policies, please be mindful of others in your circle of 

friendship who may not share your joy. If you are troubled by these actions, please respond in a calm and measured manner. Avoid hasty reactions, seek 

out accurate information, listen widely, pray deeply. I am available and members of the synod staff are willing to meet with rostered leaders and 

congregational lay leaders, at your invitation.  

 Let us all ask God to walk with our church as we ponder and live into the implications of these actions of our Churchwide Assembly. Although, 

like many of you, I was not in favor of changing our ministry policies, I am willing to abide by the decisions of the Churchwide Assembly and to continue 

to lead our synod forward into God’s future. God is with us, and God will see us through this chapter in our life together. 

 

Thank you, as always, for your partnership in the gospel and in the great mission to which God has called us—to make Christ known in a world hungry for 

good news. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 

Lawrence R. Wohlrabe 

Bishop, Northwestern Minnesota Synod 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 


