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“What Time Is It?” 

 

Look up Romans 13:11-13. 

 

 On the one hand, this question is ordinary enough. We glance at a clock or watch or phone and we know immediately what the time is. As I write 

this the time is 8:56 am. 

 On the other hand, this is not at all an ordinary question. Christians will have many beyond-the-ordinary answers. We might say: It’s Christmas time, 

when God became incarnate in Jesus. 

 Or, we might say: It’s almost Epiphany, when Jesus became widely known in the world. 

 We might say: It’s almost the day when we celebrate Jesus’ baptism by John in the Jordan River. 

 Or, with Paul we might say that “salvation is nearer to us now” than ever before.  The clock is ticking. Jesus will return soon.  

 We mark time in all kinds of meaningful ways. The Church starts its new year on the first Sunday in Advent. Another popular way to mark time is to 

celebrate the transition from the last day of December, 2013 to the first day of January, 2014.  

 A new calendar year is upon us. It may well feel like another chance. We can do this year what we neglected last year. We become only too aware of 

possibilities to do better, to live well, to follow through on our best intentions.  

 St. Paul felt the same way about sacred time. Believers are to live expecting Jesus to return. So, Paul exhorts us to live appropriately, as people of the 

(new) day, as people who live honorably. (Re-read verses 12 and 13.) 

 We can all resolve to live this way. 
 

Whatever the new year brings, one thing we do know is this: God will be gracious, every day.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor John Golv 

  

 

President’s Message 
Millie Reierson 

 

 

 2014 is upon us and we have much to look forward to and to be grateful for.  Our Sunday school is using a different course of 

study and it seems to be very successful. 

 Our Parish Planning Council has voted that we explore some new ways to revitalize our congregation through some programs 

suggested by the Synod.  We pray that you will support us and participate with us. 

   We have new audio and video equipment throughout the church that was graciously gifted to our congregation.  We look forward to learning new 

ways to incorporate them into our services. I am humbled daily by all the generosity of our congregation to help keep our church strong and vital and I am 



going to continue ask that every one of our members give something:  time, talent, and/or money.  All of these are gifts bestowed on us by God and we 

need to use these gifts to proclaim and promote God's Word. 

 

God's Blessings to each and every one of you! 

 Millie Reierson 
 

  

Silver Creek News 
 

 Thanks to all who decorated the church for Christmas; it was beautiful once again. The Christmas Eve candlelight 

service was very meaningful and nice to have families home to worship with us. 

 Our annual meeting will be held January 19th after our morning worship. There will be a potluck lunch to follow. 

Please mark this on your calendar. 

 The officers of the women's group will be meeting to plan the year and will have the new booklets available soon. If you have any ideas of when 

would be best to hold our monthly meeting please contact Bev or Sharon. 

 

 

 

ZLCW News 
 

* Our handbooks for 2014 are ready. Thank you to Dilene for preparing them. 

 

* We sent 27 Christmas cards to shut-ins and 25 cards to “Holiday Mail for Heroes.” 

 

*Thank you to all who donated cookies for the Holiday Train. They were delivered to City Hall on the day the train was here. 

 

* Installation of officers was held at our December meeting with JoAnn Offerdahl and Sharon Wagner as co-presidents, Jeanne Williams as secretary and 

Ginny Armstrong as Treasurer. 

 

* Our January meeting will be held on the 14 at noon with Sarah Circle having the program.  Hostess is Lydia Circle and Hospitality is Esther Circle.  

Dorcas Circle will visit at Thief River Care Center. 

 

* The stories of women over the age of 80 has been extended until March.  Please submit your stories.  

 

We wish you a very blessed new year! 

 

  
 



  

Zion Lutheran Church 

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

December 17, 2013 

 

The Parish Planning Council meeting was called to order by President Millie Reierson at 7:00 pm.  In attendance:  President Millie Reierson, Pastor John 

Golv,  Pastor Ale Tulu,  Ginny Armstrong, Deb Holtan, Clark Nelson, Deb Howe, Jay Krogstad, Connie Hamre, Tim Numedahl, Sharon Jorde, Amber 

Holtan and Joel Rude. 

 

Pastor John gave devotions. 

 

The secretary’s minutes from the November 19, 2013 meeting were presented.  Connie Hamre requested a change to the Stewardship Board minutes from 

“when Pastor Zeh was here” to “with Consecration Sunday”.  She made a motion to accept the minutes with the change.  Deb Howe seconded the motion 

and it was approved and carried.   

 

Ginny Armstrong presented the Treasurer’s Report which was accepted and filed for audit.  Millie suggested that Ginny include what is needed to break 

even by the end of the year in the church bulletin.  

 

Youth and Education Board:  Amber Holtan reported that they will continue with the rotations in Sunday school.  There will be 3 more “Kids Sabbath”.  

She said they are planning a movie and pizza day youth event for January 20th.  Amber reported that the Sunday school Christmas program went very well 

and it was very well attended.  She thanked Missy Borgen for making the treat bags for the kids.  There will be no Sunday school for the next 2 weeks. 

 

Jay Krogstad reported that 10 youth attended the gathering in Alexandria on November 10
th

.    He said the senior high will have a gathering in March.  

The decorating party was canceled due to weather.  He said there will be a “lock-in” at Zion on January 19
th

 for Zion, Trinity, Redeemer, Silver Creek and 

Black River senior high students.    

 A new 55” television was donated for the youth room so he is shopping for a stand. 

 Jay reported that the 70+ dinner went very well.   

 

Millie thanked Amber and Jay for their hard work and commended them on their success. 

 

Properties Board:   Joel Rude reported that there are DVD’s available for sale of the Sunday school Christmas program and the Choir Concert.  He 

thanked everyone who helped with the tree decorating.  The trees have to be taken down by January 12
th

. 

 Joel thanked the Anna Circle for their contributions for the repairs of the ladies restroom. 

 He said repairs are being made to the van and there are no plans to replace it at this time.  Jay requested the use of a trailer because there isn’t room 

in the van for the kids and their gear. 

 

Evangelism & Lay Ministry:  Deb Holtan reported the board is contacting new prospects and members.  She also recommended that Dr. Zeh’s project be 

started. 

 



Silver Creek:  Clark Nelson reported that their Annual Meeting will be held January 19, 2014 

 

Public Relations Board:  Deb Howe reported their board did not meet.  She said the Christmas week schedule is in the Times.  Deb reported that the 

Spirit of Giving went very well.  She also reminded everyone that the items for the January newsletter are due Friday, December 20
th

. 

 

Stewardship Board:  Connie Hamre reported that pledge cards and the Consecration service are being evaluated and revamped.  She said Pastor John 

suggested checking into getting a credit card machine to accept credit/debit cards as another option for offering pledges.  The board will look into it.  

Millie suggested that all the boards discuss it and report to the PPC. 

 

Fellowship Board:  Tim Numedahl reported that the Sharing Servants booklets are ready.   

 

Worship Board:  Sharon Jorde thanked everyone who has helped throughout the year.  The battery candles that were used for the Sunday school program 

will be used at the Christmas Eve candlelight service.  Someone donated 200 more battery candles so there are plenty for the service. 

 

Pastors Report: Pastor Ale reported that he is having computer problems.  Joel will check into getting a new laptop. 

 

Ale reported that he has two weddings in January.  He said that next year confirmands and their parents will be assigned dates to work at Flapjacks for 

Faith. 

 

Pastor Golv submitted his schedule for December.  He thanked everyone for their work on the Spirit of Giving.  He said it was excellent.  John reported on 

a “Faith and the Law” seminar he attended at Concordia on December 13
th

.  He said he will be taking vacation December 25
th

 – January 2
nd

. 

 

Millie read a “Thank you” card from one of the recipients from the Spirit of Giving.   

 

Millie said the next PPC meeting will be devoted to the 2014 budget which will be reviewed line by line.  She thanked all the board 

members and chairpersons for their service throughout the year. 

 

Deb Holtan inquired about the annual meeting.  It will be held January 26
th

.  Annual report information is due to Dilene by January 17
th

. 

 

The next board meetings will be January 7th and the next Parish Planning Council meeting will be held January 21
st
. 

 

The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  

 

Submitted by: 

Pam Cwikla, Secretary 

 

 

 

 



Muffin Makers 

 
 Zion’s Christian Education/Youth Board is asking every family with youth in grades K-12 to donate two dozen muffins, 

doughnuts, rolls, banana bread, coffee cake, etc. just one Sunday out of the whole year.  Your item doesn’t have to be any special secret 

family recipe, just something edible. Your family has been randomly assigned to bring muffins on the Sunday listed below.  Please 

bring muffin, etc., to the church basement by 9:00 am on your Sunday.   

January 5
 - 

     January 19 

Joshua and Angie Jensen   Jenny Lindquist                                               

Joe and Pam Bauer    Jennifer Dakken 

Joe and Laura Rude    JannaStark 

Joe and Heather Brieger   Jed and Amy Nelson 

Jim and Mandi Nelson    Jay and Lila Mathieu 

Jill Anderson     

 

January 12      January 26 

Jessica Owen     Jarrod and Berta Kalsnes 

Jerrod and Meg Kolden   Jared and Krista Alby                                    

Jeri Spilde and Eric Dahl   Janet and Rick Myers 

Jeremy and Tara Nelson   Heidi Wells 

Jeremy and Billie Gagner   Holly Maycock and Philipp Nelson 

Jeremiah Gregerson    
  

   

Youth Newsletter 

Looking for Youth members to Join a New Board 
 

 This board will consist of Youth at Zion.  Your duty will be to help decide and plan some events.  With the National Youth Gathering coming up 

July 2015, in Detroit, MI, we have to decide on some fun things.  I would like to have a minimum of five (5) youth on this board and no more than ten 

(10).  Who knows more about what the youth want to do than the youth of Zion? 

 



National Youth Gathering 2015 meeting 1-27-13 at 6:15 PM 
 Are you in 7-11

th
 grade right now?  Do you want to experience the National Youth Gathering?  We will be having a meeting to discuss all the 

details and a timeline to start looking at.  The NYG will be in Detroit, MI this time, and they sure do have a lot of stuff for us to do.  We will discuss if we 

want to go through Pathways again, fly, drive, or what we want to do as a group.  Please make this meeting so everyone is on the same page. 

Senior Meeting 
 This meeting will be on Sunday January 26

,
 between the two services.  This will give you a great opportunity if haven’t already to view or be a part 

of the New Traditions service.  You are more than welcome to share your talents at that service.                                             If you are unable to attend 

this meeting please stop by the church and chat with Jay.  Jay would really like to meet all the graduating seniors.   

9-12 Grade Lock-In 

When: January 19-20
 
 

Where: Zion Lutheran Church 

Who: 9
th

-12
th

 Grade 

Cost: $5.00 for Pizza 

 
You are allowed to bring friends with.  There will be permission slips by Jays Office door on the bulletin board if you would like to come.  This will be a 

three church lock-in consisting of fun, fun, and more fun.  

Important Dates and Times: 

 January 5 - Sunday school resumes 

 January 8 - Confirmation resumes - 1:30 

 January 8 -  Youth Group 3-5 - 7:00-9:30 

 January 15 - Confirmation – 6:00  

 January 15 -  Youth Group 3-5 -  7:30-9:30 

 January 19-20 - 9-12 Grade Lock-In - 9:00 pm - 6:00 am 

 January 20 - Save the Date. Something fun to come  
 January 22 -  Confirmation -  6:00 

 January 22 - Youth Group 3-5 -  7:30-9:30 

 January 26 - Senior Meeting - 10:00 am 

 January 27 -  NYG 2015 Meeting  - 6:15 

 January 29 -  Confirmation – 6:00 

 January 29 -  Youth Group 3-5 - 7:30-9:30 


