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 “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another with all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.”     Colossians 3:16 

This verse appeals directly to the heart of the Christian reader. 

 

The word of Christ does in fact live richly in each of us, thanks be to God. Christians actually do teach and admonish each other not only with wisdom 

but with faith and love, thanks be to God. 

 

This year one word, gratitude, can help each of us with our Thanksgiving observance. 

 

What are you grateful for? 

 

The blessings of food, shelter, and family are clear. We rightly give thanks to God for them. Genuine appreciation for these blessings can easily move 

us past appreciation and thankfulness all the way to faith and gratitude. 

 

I’m thankful for food; I am also thankful for breakfast, lunch, and dinner. I am also grateful for healthful food, for all the many people who care deeply 

for food safety, for the people who grow it, deliver it, sell it as well as those who prepare it. I am grateful to God who gives us our food in due season. 

 

There is much to be grateful for with food. 

 

I’m thankful for shelter. People with talent and know-how built the house I live in. The roof is solid; it protects us well. The windows effectively keep 

the wind and rain and snow out. The foundation is more than strong enough. All the doors close properly. The furnace is reliable and repairable if 

necessary. All this may well seem only too ordinary. Are these things all to be taken for granted? Or, are they reasons for thankfulness and even 

gratitude. 

 

It is commonplace to say that we earned the things we have. It is not commonplace to thank God. So it is important to ask ourselves now and then: 

“what do we have that God did not give us?” 

 

When gratitude takes over our next breath is nothing short of a blessing. So is our next heartbeat. Gratitude then takes us all the way to worship and 

faith in God. Let gratitude rule in your heart this thanksgiving. 

 

Here is a one-line Thanksgiving prayer:  “Dear Lord, I am grateful for everything you have done for me.” 

 

Pastor John 

 



New Member Sunday 

 
 December 4 at 10:30 service   

 Potluck dinner to follow  

 Orientation  - Thursday, December 1, at 7:00 in the lounge  

 Call church office for more information. 

 

  

President’s Message 

Millie Reierson  

     
God's blessings to all of you!  November is upon us already and that means Thanksgiving is right around the corner.  This is Zion's 

year to host the service with the combined choirs.  November 23rd at 7:00 PM will be the date and time. 

 

Also in November, the youth will have a rummage sale on the 12th; there will be a pie auction on the 20th between services, and that evening will the 

70+ dinner served by the youth.   

 

Looking ahead into December (already) -  December 3rd will be our annual Spirit of Giving, and December 4th will be new member Sunday at the 

10:30 service followed by a potluck dinner. 

 

As Pastor Paul Erdal reminded us on Stewardship Sunday, "Stewardship is how you respond to God's generosity with your time, talents and 

treasures."  Please give prayerful consideration to increasing your giving at the end of this year. 

 

See you in Church! 

Millie Reierson 

 

 

 November 12 – Youth Rummage Sale  

 November 20 - Pie Auction 

 November 20 – 70+ Dinner 

 November 23 – Thanksgiving Worship at 7:00 – Call office if attending 

 December 3 – Spirit of Giving 

 December 4 – New Members – 10:30 followed by pot luck 

 December 4 – Christmas Caroling 

 December 11  - Sunday School Christmas Program 



Pie Auction 

 

Sunday, November 20 

Fellowship hall between services 

Proceeds – Youth Programming 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group meets on Thursdays at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  Please join us for fellowship and a good cup of coffee!  We 

warmly welcome anyone that would like to be part of this ministry.   

 

There are several in our group that are willing to help anyone learn how to knit or crochet.  If you would like to help in other ways, 

we are always looking for monetary donations for yarn, the ribbons used to wrap the shawls and cards that are given with each shawl.   

 

The distribution of the shawls is not just for our congregation. We have reached as far away as South Carolina, Washington, Iowa, all 

over Minnesota as well as our local area. 

 

If you know anyone that could use this physical prayer and hug, please call Deb Holtan at 449-4645 or 686-3758.   

 

A very sincere thanks to everyone who has helped make this ministry a success beyond my wildest dreams.  God’s blessings to all. 

 

* The prayer shawl ministry group will break for the holidays with our last meeting for the year on Thursday, November 17.  We will start again 

after the New Year in January. 

 

Deb Holtan 

 

 

 

ZLCW NEWS  
  

 
 

 

The November meeting of the Women of Zion will be November 8 at 12:00 Noon. The Executive Board meets at 11:00 AM and the Bible study 

leaders after the meeting.  

 

 

 



 

Duties for November 

 Program: Sarah- Thankoffering    

 Hostess: Dorcas  

 Hospitality: Elizabeth   

 Visitation: Anna at TR Care Center.   

 

We will be working on the circle books for 2017, so if you have any thing you want changed, please let Linda or Ginny know as soon as possible.  

 

Lutheran World Relief pick-up will be Saturday, November 5, from 8:00AM-Noon.  

 

The Thanksgiving Eve Service is at Zion this year. Each circle is to provide four dozen bars or cookies to serve after the service.  

 

The Holiday Train will be in TRF Monday, December 12.  

 

Beginning in January, Women of Zion will meet at 10:00AM instead of noon and will include the Bible study. The executive board will meet at 

9:00AM.  

 

The Syttende Mai dinner will be May 17, 2017. Ticket sales for 2016 were $3782.00. Lenten suppers--$2574.95. Camping contribution was 

$5295.00. There were 33 campers this year. Last years contribution was $4357.50 

 

 
 

Silver Creek   

 
Thanks to everyone for selling your share of tickets for the quilt raffle.  We think this year we broke the record 

for selling the most tickets.  The lucky winner was Baryth  Halvorson. 

 

Our fall dinner was well attended, and as usual, the good cooks at Silver Creek did a great job.  Our free will offering taken at the dinner will be sent 

to the local food shelf.  The women of the church did well on the bake sale, crafts, and garden produce.  This will help with some of the projects that 

will be completed during the year. 

 



The Women will meet on November 10.  Quilting will start at 2:00 PM, and the regular meeting will begin at 5:30 with a light supper.  Remember to 

bring your Thankoffering.  Our program will be a thankoffering service. 

 

Church council will meet on Sunday, November 20, following church services 

.   

Put December 11 on your calendar, as this will be our Christmas Family Potluck and Christmas program. 

 
Bev Ruprecht 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

October 18, 2016 

 

The Parish Planning Council meeting was called to order by President Millie Reierson at 5:30 pm.  In attendance:  President Millie Reierson, Pastor 

Golv, Pastor Tulu, Penni Nelson, Tim Numedahl, Ken Kalsnes, Connie Hamre, Deb Holtan, Joel Rude, Deb Howe, Glenice Johnson, Karen Thygeson, 

Roberta Kalsnes, Barbara Overbye, and Pam Cwikla. 

 

President Millie gave devotions. 

 

The minutes from the September 20, 2016 Council meeting was presented for approval.  A motion was made by Connie Hamre and seconded by Ken 

Kalsnes to accept the Council minutes as presented.  The motion carried.   

 

Barbara Overbye presented a printed treasurer’s report for September 2016; filed for audit.   

  

Barb expressed concern regarding the decline in offering and the rise in expenses.  There was discussion regarding the “Simply Giving” option and 

how to get more parishioners to participate in this option.   

 

 Worship Board:  Board minutes submitted.  Roberta Kalsnes reported that they are looking for volunteers to assist Joel Rude with the Sunday morning 

broadcasts.  She commented that the “Busy Bags” need to be updated and asked who is responsible for them.  She will check with Ginny Armstrong.  

  

Stewardship Committee:  Connie Hamre reported that Stewardship Sunday on October 16th went very well. 

 

Evangelism/Lay Ministry:  Deb Holtan reported that 12/4 will be New Member Sunday at the 10:30 service followed by a pot-luck dinner.  She also 

reported the Sunday school Christmas program will be held 12/11.  Deb said the training for the youth program will be called “Faith Mentors”.  There 

are 16 sophomore confirmands.  November 20th is the date for the Seniors Thanksgiving dinner.  A date for recognizing Bob Nelson and Muriel Olin 



for their service will be determine.  Deb reported there are over 100 prayers shawls ready to be presented.  They are also making small blankets for the 

“Infant Bereavement Program” at Sanford Hospital. 

 

Fellowship Board:  Glenice Johnson reported that the pie auction will be November 20th.  Dale Svendsgaard will be the auctioneer.  There will be a 

sign-up sheet available for pie donations.  Glenice reported that Christmas caroling will be 12/04 and they’d like the youth to be involved also. 

 

Public Relations Board:  Deb Howe reminded everyone that items for the newsletter are due 10/20.  She said the bulletin board in the fellowship hall 

has openings on both sides. 

 

Christian Education/Youth:  Minutes from October 17th board meeting submitted. 

 

New Traditions Board:  Minutes from September meeting submitted.  Ken Kalsnes reported that a dumpster will be provided soon for all areas in the 

church when they clean up their areas.  Ken commented that the confirmation orientation was wonderful. 

Silver Creek:  Penni Nelson reported that their congregation dinner will be October 23rd.  She said their next Council meeting and communion will be 

November 20th. 

 

Properties Board:  Joel Rude reported that the projection TV has been removed from the youth room.   He reported he is still getting quotes on the 

sign project.  Joel said the speakers will be installed in the patio.  There was discussion regarding security in the offices for alerting police.  They are 

checking into installing panic buttons.  Joel reported that Christmas trees should be up on November 27th.  He requested notifying everyone that items 

for the rummage sale will only be accepted for 3 days before the sale.  Joel commented that he talked to the Amish crew that is taking down the bakery 

building about demolishing the 510 Knight Avenue house.  

 

Pastors Report:  Pastor Ale commented that the confirmation retreat held at Silver Creek went well.  He also said the confirmation orientation was 

unique and went exceptionally well.  He commended the confirmation assistants for doing such a wonderful job.  He reported that Pastor Phil Blom 

will be our guest speaker next Sunday. 

 

Pastor John’s report was submitted.  He told Deb Howe that the church office will use the open bulletin boards for displaying ELCA items.  John 

commented that Stewardship Sunday went very well.  He reported that the Bible Study sessions have begun.  Thanksgiving eve services will be at Zion 

on November 23rd.   

 

President Millie thanked everyone for their continued hard work and asked everyone to keep Zion in their prayers.  She reminded everyone to start 

preparing their 2017 budgets.  Millie said “Spirit of Giving” will be December 3rd. 

 

The next Parish Planning Council meeting will be November 15, 2016 at 5:30. 

 

The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer and adjourned at 6:35 p.m.  

 

Submitted by: 

Pam Cwikla, Secretary 



 
 

 

 

Church directories may be picked up in the church office.  

 

 

Sunday School News 

 

Little Lambs – 5th Grade Event 
 

Sunday, December 18 – “Happy Birthday, Baby Jesus” birthday party after the 10:30 service.  Watch for your invitation. 
 

 

 

 

If you are interested in being a sub for Sunday school, 

talk to Amber or call or text her at 689-9405. 

 

 

Noisy Offering for November    

 TRF Food Shelf 

 

Hunger has no face and no age limit and can impact anyone in our community.  The Thief River Falls Area Food shelf is here to help the roughly 1 in 

4 who experience hunger and food insecurity in our own community.  Through the support of our community we continue to work together in the fight 

to end hunger. 

 

Distribution Dates 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 November 3rd, National Guard Armory 

 November 17th, National Guard Armory 

 December 1st, National Guard Armory 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Program  

December 11 – more details to come 

 

Remind: 

 

This is a great tool!   We would love to have you hop on board with the church!  I know how busy life can be and we will be using this to help remind 

you of upcoming events. 

 

Remind 

To subscribe via SMS (text message) 

Text 442-333-7552 

With the message 

@zlconfirm – Confirmation Class 

@ziontrfhs – High School Activities  

@ziontrfms – Middle School Activities  

@ziontrfk5 – K-5 Activities  

@ziontrfss - Sunday School 

To subscribe via email 

Send email to: 

zlconfirm@mail.remind101.com – Confirmation Class 

ziontrfhs@mail.remind101.com – High School Activities  

ziontrfms@mail.remind101.com – Middle School Activities  

ziontrfk5@mail.remind101.com – K-5 Activities  

ziontrfss@mail.remind101.com- Sunday School 

 

Join All the Groups You Desire 

 



It's that time of year again!  Operation Christmas Child is in full swing!  I would like to encourage everyone to help fill at least one box, or if 

you would like to donate items you can do that also.  There are drop off boxes throughout the church for your items.  Money donations are 

also welcomed to help with shipping cost, or we can use the money to buy items to fill more boxes.  A small shoebox can have a big impact 

on a child. What goes into the box is fun, but what comes out of it is eternal.  Be a part of changing lives through the power of a simple gift.   

 

Gift Suggestions: 

TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump 

ropes, balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 

ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 

A PERSONAL NOTE: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include your name and address, the child may be able 

to write back. 

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or 

lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 

 

Oct. 9: School supplies (pens, pencils, paper, crayons, etc.) 

Oct. 16: Personal hygiene items (combs, soap, washcloths, toothbrushes/paste) 

Oct. 23:  Toys/games-small cars, dolls, jump ropes 

Oct. 30:  Socks, t-shirts, hair bands, flashlights 

Nov 6:  Hard candy & bubblegum 

  

Return boxes no later than Sunday November 9 

 
 
 

Muffin List 
 

K-12 parents, pick up your muffin list in the back of the church.  Arranged alphabetically by last name.  In there will be a date to bring.  Thank you for 

your contribution of the muffins! 

 



We will be having the youth rummage sale on Saturday, November 12, from 8:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Seeking out bake goods 

donations for the rummage sale.   

Please bring during drop off times:  

 Wednesday, November 9 – 7:30 – 9:00 

 Thursday, November 10 – 8:00 am – 2:00 

 Friday, November 11 – 4:30 – 7:00 

Sign up sheets outside youth office.  Youth of all ages can sign up for this.  This is a great opportunity to put money towards 

your IFA account.  You’re never too young to start! 

  

 

 

 

Junior High Gathering  
And the word become flesh and lived among us John 1:14a 

 
Join us in Grand Forks at the Alerus Center! Conference is Friday November 18th & Saturday November 19th. Cost is $100 which can come out of 

your IFA account. Would leave Friday after school and arrive later Saturday.  Signup deadline is November 13. 

 

**In search of a driver for this event. Please contact Youth Director Kelsey if interested** 

November Event 
 

Sunday, November 13  

3:00 – 5:00 

 

We will be making centerpieces for the 70+ Dinner.  Please let Kelsey know if you plan on attending. 

 

  

 

 

 

Pie Auction 
 

Sunday, November 20 

 

We are in need of pies for this fundraiser.   

Proceeds will go to the National Youth Gathering trip in 2018.   

A signup form will be in the church narthex between services. 



 

70+ Dinner 
 

November 20 at 5:00 

 

10th graders, this is a service event for confirmation. 

70+ members, don’t forget to RSVP in the church office. 

 

 

 

 

  


