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From Pastor John 

Read I Kings 19:13 & 

Philippians 1:23 & 24 

 

What Are You Doing Here? 

 

 Elijah is completely discouraged. 

 Nothing has gone right for him. Everything important to him has changed or has gone wrong. He feels defeated. He believes he is alone. He 

isn’t. 

God is with him, and asks the question in I Kings.  

You and I ask this question every now and then, in different ways. The family is raised. Health has changed. Important people are gone. The 

word “lonely” only begins to describe what loneliness is. Family may be far away. Or, they may be nearby but distant. Sometimes, the question occurs 

to us, “What am I doing here?” “What is my purpose now?” “What would God have me do, now?” 

It may not have seemed like it at the time, but God was active in Elijah’s life. In the passage from Philippians Paul is torn between life and 

death. He may have felt weary, or tired, or less than useful. He says that life with Christ would be “far better.” That rings true to us, does it not? 

Is there a reason I’m alive? God gave Elijah a reason to live. Paul concluded that his life was “necessary.” 

In other words, both of them came to see that they had God’s work yet to do. So do you. 

She was almost completely paralyzed. She had good health for a few years. In her case, the M.S. progressed quickly. Eventually she couldn’t 

do even the simplest personal tasks. But, she could pray, and did. She could be an encourager. Her witness was to show how strong Christian faith 

could be, even when her life was so difficult. 

 No one’s life is meaningless. Healthy or not. Young or old, or in between. Christ lived and died for each of us. No one is useless. Everyone is 

valuable.   

 Your mission might be to pray. Prayer is necessary for the people we love, for the people we don’t love, for the country, for the whole world. 

Your health, good or bad, might be more of a witness than you know, especially when it becomes clear to others that you make it from day to day 

because of your faith. You believe in God, and can say why. Your Christian faith carries you as nothing else does. The world needs Christ more than 

ever, and your witness to your Lord is crucial, needed, welcomed. 

 God was with Elijah. God was with Paul.  

God is with you.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor John Golv 

   

 



 November 4 – LWR pickup – 8:00-noon 

 November 14 – ZLCW  

 November 19 – New Member Sunday 

 November 19 – Pie Auction between services 

  November 19 – 70+ Dinner 

 November 22 – Thanksgiving service 7:30 – hosted by Redeemer 

 November 27 – First Sunday in Advent 

 December 2 – Spirit of Giving 

 

 

 

President’s Message 

Millie Reierson   

     
God's blessings to all of you!    

 

 Here we are in November already! We have a busy month ahead.  November 5th is All Saints Sunday, the day we remember the wonderful 

souls that have gone before us and await us in heaven. 

November 19th will be New Member Sunday - if you know anyone interested in becoming a member, let the church office know.  There will also be a 

Pie Auction between services.  That is always a spirited event.  That evening will be the 70+ Dinner served by the youth for our deserving senior 

members.  Please let the church office know if you will attend or would like a meal delivered. 

 November 22nd will be the combined Thanksgiving service.  This year the service will be hosted by Redeemer at 7:30 PM.  What a wonderful 

way to start the Thanksgiving weekend!  November 27th will be the first Sunday in Advent.  That is our time to prepare ourselves for the birth of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 And, just looking ahead, December 2nd will be the Spirit of Giving giveaway.  Items can be brought to the church November 30th thru December 

1st.  Set up will be Thursday and Friday; workers are always welcome. 

 Thanks be to God for all the faithful who make all of these events possible through their gifts of time, money and attendance.  No contribution 

is too small. 

 Remember to pray for our staff, our Parish Planning Council and all the members of Zion as we share God's Love and Grace with those around 

us.   

 

See you in Church! 

Millie Reierson 

 

 



ZLCW NEWS  
 

 

 November is Thankoffering month for the women of the ELCA.  It has been suggested that each person 

attending the meeting, name a woman/women who has inspired you and why you are thankful for her inspiration. 

 The November meeting - November 14 with Bible Study led by Pastor Ale.   

 Duties for November ZLCW– Program; (if desired) – Elizabeth (Thankoffering), Hostess:  Sarah, Hospitality: Lydia, and Visitation: Dorcas at 

Valley Home. 

 Lutheran World Relief pick-up - Saturday, November 4, from 8:00 AM to noon.    

 The Thanksgiving Eve service - Redeemer Lutheran Church at 7:30. 

 If you have any changes for the 2018 Circle Booklet, please let Linda know as soon as possible. 

 

 

Pie & Dessert Auction 

Sunday, November 19 

 

     Just in time for Thanksgiving -- our annual Pie Auction, this year with a new twist -- additional desserts.   Many of us like 

pie, but others enjoy apple crisp, pumpkin cheesecake, lemon twist, rhubarb torte, and others.  To provide a wider variety of desserts, we invite all our 

generous Zion bakers to donate either a favorite pie or some other luscious dessert for the auction. 

     And we invite all interested, hungry bidders to the auction on Sunday, November 19, between services during our coffee hour.  Enjoy the enthusiastic 

bidding and take home a wonderful holiday dessert!  Funds raised go to Zion’s Faith Fund. 

      Parish Fellowship Board   

 

  Silver Creek  
      

 

Thank you to all members for selling quilt raffle tickets.  We once again had a successful raffle. The lucky winner 

was Jessica Larson, and she was thrilled to be the proud owner of this year’s quilt.  

 The ladies of the church will meet on Thursday, November 9.  Those who are available to quilt will meet 

at 2:00 and will be joined at 5:30 by the rest for a light supper with business meeting to follow. Would like to 

remind ladies to shake their Thankoffering boxes and bring them along to the meeting. We will consider our 

Thankoffering Service our program.  

 Remember to mark your calendar for December 3 for our annual Christmas Potluck and program 

following services.   

 Church council will meet on November 5th following services.   



 Ethan Nelson was confirmed at Silver Creek on October 22.  In order to have the church decorated for Advent, we will meet on Thursday, 

November 30, at 9:30.  All help is welcome.  Please come and get in on this special time to reflect on what Christmas is all about.  
 

Bev Rupprecht 

 

 

 

New Member Sunday 

November 19  
 
 
If you or anyone you know is interested in joining, please call the church office by November 8. 

 

 
 

 
 

Zion Lutheran 

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

October 17, 2017 

 
The Parish Planning Council meeting was called to order by President Millie Reierson at 5:30 pm.  In attendance: President Millie Reierson, Pastor Golv, 
Pastor Ale Tulu, Tim Numedahl, Ken Kalsnes, Connie Hamre, Deb Howe, Deb Holtan, Joel Rude, Chrysi Gibson, Barbara Overbye and Pam Cwikla. 
 
Pastor John gave devotions. 
 
Amy Bigot, Regional Gift Planner from the ELCA office, gave a presentation on ways people can donate a portion of their estate to the church.    
 
The minutes from the September 19, 2017 Council meeting were presented for approval.  A motion was made by Tim Numedahl and seconded by Joel Rude 
to accept the minutes as presented.  The motion carried. 
 
Barbara presented the Treasurer’s Report.  It was filed for audit.  
 
STEWARDSHIP:   Board minutes were submitted.  Connie Hamre reported that Consecration Sunday will be October 22nd.  They plan to serve muffins 
between services.  Deb Holtan suggested adding oven scrambled eggs also.  The PP Council will serve and work in the kitchen.   
 
EVANGELISM/LAY MINISTRY:  Deb Holtan reported that Pastor Erickson’s workshop was held October 15th.  We will continue to use some of his materials. 
Deb commented that none of the 8th grade confirmands participated in the mentoring program but they will continue to offer the program.  She said a pie 
auction is planned for November 19th.  Deb reported that 83 prayer shawls were made in the past 6 months and they were blessed last Sunday.  Yarn scraps 
are being used to make hats which will be put out at the Spirit of Giving on December 2nd.   



 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION/YOUTH:  Deb Holtan reported for Amber Holtan who was absent. Confirmation started last week.  They have filled all the leader 
positions. There were 8 youth who went to the Corn Maize in Grand Forks.  Considerations are still being made for the Haunted Woods in Red Lake Falls.  
After serving Flapjacks for Faith last Sunday, Amber has concerns regarding cleaning the church.  She asked for a bigger broom for the kitchen.  She also 
expressed concerns about the cleanliness of the bathrooms and the carpets in the narthex and the fellowship hall.  Joel will check on the availability of a 
vacuum cleaner to be used as needed.  Pastor John reported there are lots of dead bees on the floor in the chancel and expressed concern as to where they’re 
coming from. 
  
Chrysi Gibson submitted the board minutes.  
 
CHURCH PROPERTIES:  The board did not meet this month.  Joel Rude reported that he got an estimate from Northwest Electric for the security lighting 
on the south side and front of the church.  The estimate is $1715.  He will check on the additional cost to install a wall light pack for the alley entrance also.  
A motion was made by Connie Hamre to allocate $2000 from the Odegaard Estate for photocells for lighting of the south, front, and alley.  The motion was 
seconded by Ken Kalsnes, and carried.  Joel will check on options and how many new folding tables are needed around the church.  They were previously 
purchased from Sam’s Club.  The Thanksgiving service will be held at Redeemer this year on November 22nd so our Christmas tree can be put up any time 
that week. 
 
PUBLIC RELATIONS:  Minutes from board meeting submitted. Deb Howe reported that items for the newsletter are due on Friday, Oct. 20th.  Millie 
requested that advertising begin in November for the Spirit of Giving on Dec. 2nd. 
 
WORSHIP BOARD:  Minutes from board meeting submitted.  Tim Numedahl reported that the information on “Give Hub” looks good. The fee for a 3-year 
contract is $1100 which includes the credit/debit card kiosk.  He will get their demo video for further consideration. Tim will follow-up on insurance options 
for staff. 
     
PASTORS’ REPORT:  Pastor Ale asked that the confirmands’ faith statements be recorded as they were last year.  There are 15 people being honored on 
All Saints Day on November 5th.  Ale will be taking his entire family on vacation to Ethiopia from December 25th – January 14th.  He asked for the Council’s 
approval and support for his vacation at that time.  He also asked for the Council’s approval to accept his trip to “Water to Thrive” as part of his Continuing 
Education allowance.  The Council approved both.  
  
Pastor Golv’s report was submitted.  John commented on the wonderful baptism of the Svir twins last Sunday and the sad passing of baby Nova DeFrang.  
He asked everyone to keep both families in our prayers.  John will baptize his grandson on November 12th. 
 
Millie commented on the full fall church calendar and reminded everyone that budgets are due next month. 
 
After the Lord’s Prayer, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 
Next Council meeting will be November 21st at 5:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Pam Cwikla, Secretary 

 



    

Parish Nurse  
 

 Flu season is upon us once again.  We will not be sharing peace by handshaking during this time.  Please share God’s peace 

with a smile and genuine love, or an elbow bump.  We will resume handshaking in April when the flu has lessened. 

 Thank you for doing your part to decrease the spread of the flu and keep members with compromised immune systems 

safe. 

 

God’s Peace and Smiles to all!! 

 

 

 

Sunday School News  
 

We are so overjoyed with the amount of support we receive every week with Sunday school!  THANK YOU just doesn’t seem 

like enough but THANK YOU!!   

 

We are so appreciative to everyone who was able to donate supplies to our classrooms!!  All of the supplies definitely helped start 

the year off right.  

 

 

November Reminders: 
 

Watch for other upcoming events on our Facebook page:  

 Zion Lutheran Church Sunday School – TRF 

 

 

We will also be posting about K-5 Events on our Facebook page as Becky and I (Davina) will be planning them for the 2017-2018 year.  If you haven’t 

had a chance to check it out and Like our Facebook page, please do so.  This is where we will post upcoming events, updates and pictures of our Sunday 

School Classes and now K-5 Events.   

 

December Reminders: 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program – Our Little Lambs – 5th Graders will be performing their Christmas Program on December 10, 2017 at the 

8:30am service.  We hope everyone is able to join us!  Please invite your family and friends!  Everyone is welcome! 



 

If you have any questions, please let Becky (218-686-5563) or Davina (218-689-4965) know.  You can also email us at 

ziontrfsundayschool@mncable.net  

 

K-5 Events: 

 
K-5 Events will be planned monthly and are open to Little Lamb – 5th Graders along with their parents/guardians.   

 

  

 
 

November 19, 2017 – Sign Painting! 1:00 – 3:00 in the Patio Room at Zion.  More information to come soon! 

 

December 10, 2017 - Happy Birthday Jesus! Party tentatively planned for 10:30 – 1:00 in the Fellowship Hall at Zion.  More information to come on 

this event as well. 
 

 

Remind 

 
To subscribe via SMS (text message) 

Text 442-333-7552 

With the message 

@zlconfirm – Confirmation Class 

@ziontrfhs – High School Activities 

@ziontrfms – Middle School Activities 

@ziontrfk5 – K-5 Activities 

@ziontrfss - Sunday School 

To subscribe via email 

Send email to: 

zlconfirm@mail.remind101.com – Confirmation Class 

ziontrfhs@mail.remind101.com – High School Activities 

ziontrfms@mail.remind101.com – Middle School Activities 

ziontrfk5@mail.remind101.com – K-5 Activities 

ziontrfss@mail.remind101.com- Sunday School 

 

Join as many groups as you wish! 

mailto:ziontrfsundayschool@mncable.net
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE-Zbt0fXWAhWPxIMKHbshCqkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.niletechs.com/upcoming-events/&psig=AOvVaw2pRPJ-sIyBG1WxKBqsOjG7&ust=1508260368030087
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://wordforlifesays.files.wordpress.com/2013/01/sunday-school-2.gif?w=812&imgrefurl=https://wordforlifesays.com/2013/04/18/sunday-school-lesson-living-with-hope-1-thessalonians-413-511/&docid=tOhGZ64t7AGxoM&tbnid=WDOZRv2b0EHtrM:&vet=10ahUKEwjAyd7PjuvVAhVK1oMKHRzZDYAQMwijAigbMBs..i&w=600&h=384&bih=930&biw=1680&q=Sunday school picture&ved=0ahUKEwjAyd7PjuvVAhVK1oMKHRzZDYAQMwijAigbMBs&iact=mrc&uact=8


 
 . 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, November 1 –  

 5:30 - Confirmation Supper - BBQ’S 

 6:00 - Class  

 7:30 - NYG Parent/Youth meeting @ 7:30 

 

Wednesday, November 8 

 5:30 - Confirmation Supper - Chicken Alfredo 

 6:00 - Class  

 

Sunday, November 12 

 7:00 - NYG getting ready Bible Study at Trinity  

 

Wednesday, November 15 

5:30 - Confirmation Supper - Hot Dogs/Mac n Cheese 

6:00 - Class  

 

Sunday, November 19th 

 9:30 - Flap Jacks for Faith   

 1:00 – 3:00 - K-5 Event - Sign Painting Party 

 70+ Supper 9th grade Service Event 

 

Wednesday, November 22: NO CONFIRMATION 

 

Wednesday November 29 - 

 5:30 - Confirmation Supper - Pancakes/Sausage 

 

Confirmation Supper is $3.00 and Pop $0.50 

 

 

Flap Jacks For Faith 

 

Sunday, November 19 at 9:30 

 

A great way to support the youth going to National Youth Gathering! 



Calendar Sales! 
 

 The Zion Youth now have beautiful calendars, notepads, and cards for sale!  They will be selling before and after church services.  You 

can also purchase these items during the day in the church office.  When you purchase on Sundays, the proceeds go to the youth selling that 

morning.  If you purchase in the office, please specify if you would like the proceeds to go to a particular youth.  If you don’t designate a 

particular youth, proceeds will go towards the chaperone fund 

 

 

The following youth of Zion will be attending the 

2018 National Youth Gathering! 
Rebeka Alemayehu, Joshua Berzinski, Dayle Dahlen, Madelynn Dakken, Tristan Hanson, Logan Hintz, Zachary Hintz, Jonah Kalsnes, Trista Spears and Jerica Turner  

 

Chaperones: Roberta Kalsnes and Noah Peters 

 

Hugo’s Coupon Books 

 
 Our National Youth Gathering youth will be selling Hugo Coupon books.  They are just $10.  If you are not familiar with the 

coupon book, it pays for itself in just 3 coupons ($5 off $50 purchase, and two $2.50 off $25 purchase) plus many more deals! 

 

 

 

Noisy Offering for November - Christmas for Pennington County 

 

 

 
It's that time of year again!  Operation Christmas Child is in full swing!  I would like to encourage everyone to help fill at least one 

box, or if you would like to donate items you can do that also.  There are drop off boxes throughout the church for your items.  Money donations 

are also welcomed to help with shipping cost or we can use the money to buy items to fill more boxes.  A small shoebox can have a big impact. 

What goes into the box is fun, but what comes out of it is eternal.  Be a part of changing lives through the power of a simple gift.   

 

 

Gift Suggestions: 

 

TOYS: Include items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy cars, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, 

balls, toys that light up and make noise (with extra batteries), etc. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc. 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS: toothbrushes, bar soap, combs, washcloths, etc. 



ACCESSORIES: t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 

A PERSONAL NOTE: You may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you include your name and address, the child may be able to 

write back. 

DO NOT INCLUDE: Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or lotions; 

medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 

  

PLEASE HAVE YOUR BOXES OR ITEMS DROPPED OFF AT THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN MONDAY, NOVEMBER 6. 

Remind: This is a great tool!  We would love to have you hop on board with the church!  We know how busy life can be and we will be using this to help remind 

you of upcoming events. All accounts will be cleared (except SS) as of Oct 1st, so please sign up for as many groups as you wish! 

 

 

 

  
 


