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Read II Corinthians 12: 9-10 

“…my grace is sufficient for you…” 

 

Verse 9 is an important verse in my life. 

To me this is God answering prayer as only God can answer prayer. If I didn’t know better I might actually be satisfied with an easy life, or 

enough income, or good health for my family and for me. 

Verse 9 will never allow me to be satisfied with what I may want, no matter how important I think it may be. God gives me what God most 

wants me to have, what all of us need the most, God’s grace. 

So, in good times and hard times, verse 9. Thanks be to God! 

In the New Testament Paul tells us just a little about what he called the thorn in his flesh. The Bible scholars are not positive but most of 

them think that Paul's thorn in the flesh was glaucoma. Paul was having some kind of trouble with his eyes. In II Corinthians he wrote, "Three times 

I prayed to the Lord about this - that it should leave me; but God said to me," My grace is sufficient for you.” Now that is an answer to prayer.  

Whatever the struggle in life, God's grace is sufficient.  

The picture of a poor family which had been turned away from decent housing to fend for themselves giving birth to a child in the barn just 

does not look like an answer to prayer - except to faith. Later on Jesus, associating with low-lifes and tax-collectors and sinners, just did not look 

like an answer to prayer - except to faith. Jesus bleeding and dying on a cross in the city dump just doesn't look like an answer to prayer. But three 

days later there was a reason to pray and more than enough reason to take heart again. 

It is for faith to hear that Christ is born. It is for faith to hear that Christ is risen.  

It is for faith to hear that we are forgiven, that God hears our prayers. If the answer to our prayers is what we want and expect - then we 

have reason to thank God. If the answers are not what we want or expect - then it is for faith to know that we always have more than enough 

reason to give thanks to God.  

It’s a first principle in living a Christian life:   God’s grace is in fact sufficient (and more than sufficient) for us.  

Pastor John Golv 

   

 

 

 



 

 December 2 - Spirit of Giving - 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

 December 3 – First Sunday in Advent 

 December 10 – Sunday School Program – 8:30 

 December 10 – Happy Birthday, Jesus – 10:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

 December 12 - Holiday Train - 7:30 PM 

 December 17 – Caroling – 4:30 PM 

 December 24 – 8:30 AM – Worship Service in Zion 

  December 24 - Christmas Eve Services in Zion - 4:00 PM and 10:00 PM 

 December 24 – Silver Creek Christmas Eve Service – 10:00 AM 

 

President’s Message 

Millie Reierson   

     
God's blessings to all of you!    

 

 God's blessings to all of you as we prepare for the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!    

 

December has something for everybody going on.  The 9th annual Spirit of Giving will be Saturday, December 2.  Drop off will be Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday before.  We need any and all volunteers. 

 

The kids have lots of events that you can read about in the youth news.  We will have caroling on the 17th of December with supper afterwards.  

Please join us! 

 

The year’s end will be Sunday, December 31.  Please don't wait until the very last minute to make your contributions.  Everyone has done a 

wonderful job by increasing their giving this year, and we continue to thank God for everything that Zion is allowed to do with your gifts.  

 

Remember to pray for our staff, our Parish Planning Council and all the members of Zion as we share God's Love and Grace with those around us.   

 

See you in Church! 

Millie Reierson 

 

 

 The Star devotional, based on the animals of the nativity, is available in the Narthex.  

 



Reminders from the Church Office 
 

 

Poinsettias: If you wish to bring a Poinsettia for Christmas Eve services in memory or in honor of someone, please let the 

church office know by Monday, December 18. 

 
 
Annuals Reports: Please turn in by January 11, 2018 typed and ready to print. 

 

 

 

End of Year Donations: Any donation received after Sunday, December 31, will be credited to 2018 giving. 

 

 

 

Offering Envelopes: Everyone has been issued a new offering/envelope number for 2018.  

Please do not use boxed envelopes from the previous year after January 1.  Envelopes are recorded by number.  If your 

name is not on the envelope, the contribution will be credited to whoever has that number in 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion’s Pie Auction brought in $3,000 for the Faith Fund. 

 

 

 

ZLCW NEWS  
 

 

The December meeting of the Women of Zion is the Christmas Tea.  The women meet December 12, at 2:00 PM with Bible study led by Pastor Golv.  

The executive board meets at 1:00.  

  



Duties for December:  Program: Executive Board Installation of officers for 2018.  President – Glenice Johnson, Secretary:  Sharon Wagner and 

Treasurer: Ginny Armstrong. 

 

Hostess:  All circles (ten goodies from each who attend – and two kitchen helpers from each circle) and visitation: Send Christmas cards. 

 

Circle booklets will be ready for pick-up. 

 

November shipment to Lutheran World Relief:  

 40 Personal Care Kits  

 29 Baby Care Kits  

 33 School Kits  

 12 Quilts   

 

Total shipments for 2017:   

 169 Personal Care Kits 

 54 Baby Care Kits  

 33 School Kits   

 35 Quilts.   

Well Done!!  Thank you to all who worked on the kits and quilts and to all who donated items for the kits.  A special Thank you to Pastor Golv and 

Denny Minks for delivering them to the pick-up truck.   

 

 

The Holiday Train will be in Thief River Falls, Tuesday, December 12, at 7:30 PM. 

 

     

 Silver Creek  

 
      

 

We have so many things to be thankful for personally and as a church family.  As we 

approach the end of the year, take time to reflect on your blessings.  We recently took 

time to write down some of the things we are thankful for and hung them on our 

“Thankful Tree”. Advent is a time for preparing for the birth of Jesus.  Let’s try to 

remember this as we start the hustle and bustle getting our hearts and homes ready for 

Christmas.  We will have our regular Advent/Christmas Program during our church 

services on December 3rd with a potluck dinner to follow.   



 

Our Christmas church services will be held on December 24th at our regular time of 10 AM.  Since Christmas Eve falls on Sunday we chose this time 

so all could be with family during the evening.  Please note the time change from previous years. It is so much fun to visit with extended families that 

worship with us on this special Holiday.  Please pass along this time change to family and friends who like to come celebrate Christmas at Silver 

Creek.   

 

Regular council meeting will be held on December 10 following services. WELCA will not have a meeting in December as Christmas program and 

dinner is considered our regular meeting.  Thanks to everyone who helped with the decorating of the church.  Our church looks so beautiful for the 

Christmas season. 

 

Bev Rupprecht 

 
 
 

 

Zion Lutheran 

Parish Planning Council Minutes 

November 21, 2017 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Millie Reierson at 5:30 pm.  In attendance:  President Millie Reierson, Pastor Ale Tulu, Connie Hamre, 

Tim Numedahl, Sharon Jorde, Ken Kalsnes, Kristi Numedahl, Deb Holtan, Penni Nelson and Joel Rude. 

 

Millie gave devotions. 

 

The minutes from October 17th were presented for approval.  Sharon Jorde made a motion to approve and Connie Hamre seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Millie presented to Treasurer's report.  It was filed for audit. 

 

Evangelism/Lay Ministry:  Deb Holtan reported that 9 adults and 6 children were welcomed as new members last Sunday.  Deb ordered 50 copies of 

"The Star" devotional based on the animals of the nativity.  She will have it available for Advent for people to read.  The mentorship program is 

changing to a Prayer Friends group where adults will pray for our youth and correspond with them.  Prayer shawls is on a break until after New 

Year's.   

 

Properties:  Joel Rude reported that Christmas trees will be put up on November 28th at 6 PM.  Properties is also looking at upgrading and rekeying 

the locks inside and out.  This has not been done for several years. 

Sound techs are needed to operate the cameras and microphones during services.  If interested, talk to Joel. 

 

Parish Fellowship:  Kristi Numedahl reported that pie auction last Sunday was a great success as almost $3000 was raised.  The next event will be 

caroling on Sunday, December 17th in the afternoon followed by a light supper.  Everyone is invited to attend. 



Stewardship:  Connie Hamre reported that her board did not meet. 

 

Silver Creek:  Penni Nelson reported that Silver Creek will only have a 10:00 AM service on Christmas Eve. 

 

Worship Board:  Submitted minutes.   

 

Tim Numedahl reported that Pastor John, Pastor Ale, Linda, Millie and Tim watched a demonstration of  Give Hub, an automated kiosk for giving 

offering.  Ken Kalsnes made a motion and Joel Rude seconded that Zion purchase this service.  After discussion, the motion was voted on and 

approved. 

 

Pastor's Report:  Pastor Ale reported that Thanksgiving service is at Redeemer at 7 PM, Wednesday night. 

 

Pastor John is ill but submitted a written report. 

 

The Lord's Prayer was said and the meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Millie Reierson, President 
 

   Parish Nurse  
 Flu season is upon us once again.  We will not be sharing peace by handshaking during this time.  Please share God’s peace 

with a smile and genuine love, or an elbow bump.  We will resume handshaking in April when the flu has lessened. 

 

 Medicare Open Enrollment ends December 7. The Senior LinkAge Line will be meeting at multiple cities. They 

will be in TRF at Sanford Eye Clinic, November 30, to discuss options or go over plans  from 9AM to 4PM by appointment only. Call 

800-333-2433 for an appointment or for more information 

 

Sunday School News 

 

December Reminders: 

 

Sunday School Christmas Program – Our Sunday School kids will be performing their Christmas Program on December 10, 2017 at the 8:30am 

service.  We hope everyone is able to join us!  Please invite your family and friends!  Everyone is welcome! 
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December 10th is also the last day of Sunday school for 2017.   

 

Sunday School will resume on January 7, 2018 at 9:30 am. 

 

 

 

*** Please watch the bulletin board outside the Sunday school office for Sunday school and K-5 Event updates. *** 
 

If you have any questions, please let Becky (218-686-5563) or Davina (218-689-4965) know.  You can also email us at ziontrfsundayschool@mncable.net  

 

  

 
 

 

December 10, 2017 - Happy Birthday Jesus! Please join us in the Fellowship Hall from 10:30 – 1:00 to celebrate Jesus’s 

Birthday.  There will be games, crafts, pizza and snacks.  We hope all of our Little Lamb – 5th Grade friends and parents will 

be able to join us! 

 

 

 

** We are looking for donations for the cakewalk for the Happy Birthday Jesus Party on December 10.  If you would like to donate goodies please 

contact Davina @ 218-689-4965 or Becky @ 218-686-5563 or please drop them off that morning by 9:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  Please have the 

items pre-bagged - recommended portions are 3-6 items per baggie (example: 3-6 cupcakes per baggie, 3-6 cookies per baggie, etc.)  

 

 

January – May: 

 

K-5 Events will be planned monthly and are open to Little Lamb – 5th Graders along with their parents/guardians. We will be 

announcing our upcoming K-5 Events shortly!  Please watch our Facebook page for updates.  We will be posting about K-5 

Events on our Sunday school page as Becky and I (Davina) will be planning them for the 2017-2018 year.  If you haven’t had 

a chance to check it out and Like our Facebook page, please do so.   
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Zion Lutheran Church Sunday school – TRF 
 

Wednesday, December 6th 

Confirmation Supper @ 5:30 

 Class @ 6:00 

 

Sunday, December 10th 

Sunday School Christmas Program @ 8:30 service 

K-5 Event “Happy Birthday Jesus” @ 10:30 

 

Wednesday, December 13th 

All confirmation classes will be helping with  

Christmas in Pennington County-more info to come 

 

Sunday, December 17th 

Flap Jacks for Faith starting at 9:30 

 

Wednesday, December 20th 

Confirmation Large Group 

Christmas Party 

 

Sunday, December 24th 

8:30 Service Only 

Christmas Eve Services 

 

Wednesday, December 27th & January 3rd 

No Confirmation 

 

 

Flap Jacks For Faith 

Sunday, December 17 @ 9:30. 

A great way to support the youth going to National Youth Gathering! 
 

Calendar Sales! 
 

 The Zion Youth now have beautiful calendars, notepads, and cards for sale!  They will be selling before and after church 

services.  You can also purchase these items during the day, please see Linda.  When you purchase on Sunday’s the proceeds will go 

to the youth selling that morning.  If you purchase during the week, please specify if you would like the proceeds to go to a particular youth.  If you don’t designate 

a particular youth, the money will go towards the chaperone fund. 



 

 

The following youth of Zion will be attending the  

2018 National Youth Gathering! 

Alemayehu, Rebeka, Berzinski, Joshua, 

Dahlen, Dayle, Dakken, Madelynn, 

Hanson, Tristan, Hintz, Logan,  

Hintz, Zachary. Kalsnes, Jonah 

Spears, Trista, Turner, Jerica 

 

Chaperones: Roberta Kalsnes and Noah Peters 

 

 

 

Hugo’s Coupon Books 

 
 Our National Youth Gathering youth will be selling Hugo Coupon books for just $10.  If you are not familiar with the coupon 

book, it pays for itself in just 3 coupons ($5 off $50 purchase, & two $2.50 off $25 purchase) plus many more deals! 

 

 

 

Noisy Offering for  

December - Thief River Falls Food Shelf 

 
 Hunger has no face and no age limit and can impact anyone in our community. The Thief River Falls Area Food shelf is here 

to help the roughly 1 in 4 who experience hunger and food insecurity in our own community. Through the support of our community 

we continue to work together in the fight to end hunger. Serving clients in Pennington, Red Lake, Polk, Marshall, Kittson, Roseau, 

Clearwater, and Beltrami Counties. 

 

 

 



 Thank you!!!  Thank you to everyone that participated in Operation Christmas Child!  Between the boxes you may have 

taken and filled yourself, or maybe you donated items, given a money donation, or put change in the Noisy Offering….every 

little bit of it helped to fill 61 boxes!   

 

 


