Zion & Silver Creek Lutheran Churches - Epiphany 3
Holy Communion ~February 7, 2021

Welcome
Call to Worship  “Song of Love” Andraya Bakken (Zion)

Invocation
Brief Order of Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake God
forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the power to become
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn “This Is My Fathers World” ELW #824
Prayer of the Day

Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your
healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your crea-
tion, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 40:21-31

'Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 221t is he who sits above the cir-
cle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a
curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in; “3who brings princes to naught, and makes the
rulers of the earth as nothing.
*Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
>To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One.



2°Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings out their host and
numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in power,
not one is missing.

27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD,

and my right is disregarded by my God”? “*Have you not known? Have you not heard?

The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or
grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. *’He gives power to the faint, and strengthens
the powerless. *°Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted;

*1put those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings
like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

The word of the Lord...Thanks be to God.

PSALM 147:1-11, 20C
'Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God!
How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise!
“The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem,
and gathers the exiles of Israel.
*The LORD heals the brokenhearted
and binds up their wounds.
“The LORD counts the number of the stars
and calls them all by their names.
>Great is our LORD and mighty in power;
there is no limit to God’s wisdom.
®The LoRop lifts up the lowly,
but casts the wicked to the ground.
’Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving;
make music upon the harp to our God,
*who covers the heavens with clouds
and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow upon the mountains.
°God provides food for the cattle
and for the young ravens when they cry.
°God is not impressed by the might of a horse,
and has no pleasure in the speed of a runner,
""but finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD,
in those who await God’s steadfast love. **Hallelujah!



SECOND READING: 1 CORINTHIANS 9:16-23

'®)f | proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me,
and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! For if I do this of my own will, | have a re-
ward; but if not of my own will, | am entrusted with a commission. B\what then is my reward?
Just this: that in my proclamation | may make the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full
use of my rights in the gospel.

For though | am free with respect to all, | have made myself a slave to all, so that | might
win more of them. *°To the Jews | became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the
law | became as one under the law (though | myself am not under the law) so that | might win
those under the law. *'To those outside the law | became as one outside the law (though 1 am
not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that | might win those outside the law.
22To the weak | became weak, so that | might win the weak. | have become all things to all
people, that | might by all means save some. 2| do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that |

may share in its blessings. The word of the Lord...Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: MARK 1:29-39

*9As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. **Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they
told him about her at once. *’He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the
fever left her, and she began to serve them.

*’That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons.
*3And the whole city was gathered around the door. *And he cured many who were sick with
various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak,
because they knew him.

**In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place,
and there he prayed. *And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 3When they found
him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for you.” *He answered, “Let us go on to the
neighboring towns, so that | may proclaim the message there also; for that is what | came out
to do.” **And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their synagogues and
casting out demons.

Sermon RELIGION VS. SPORT Pastor Ale Tulu
Hymn of the Day “Earth and All Stars” ELW #731
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Fa-
ther, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Be-
ing with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly hu-
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession response: Have mercy, O God.
Words of Institution
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Communion Distribution

Prayer after Communion Response: Amen.

Hymn “What A Fellowship, What a Joy Divine” ELW #774

Benediction



This Is My Father's World

1 This is my Father's world,
and to my list'ning ears
all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world,;
I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.

2 This is my Father's world,;
the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily white,
declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world;
he shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass I hear him pass;
he speaks to me ev'rywhere.

3 This is my Father's world;
oh, let me not forget
that, though the wrong seems oft so
strong,
God 1s the ruler yet.
This is my Father's world;
why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is king, let heaven ring;
God reigns, let earth be glad!

Text: Maltbie D. Babcock, 1858-1901

Earth and All Stars!

1

Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets!
Sing to the Lord a new song!

Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing
snowstorm!

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Refrain

God has done marvelous things.
I too sing praises with a new song!

Trumpet and pipes! Loud clashing
cymbals!

Sing to the Lord a new song!

Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud humming
cellos!

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Engines and steel! Loud pounding
hammers!

Sing to the Lord a new song!
Limestone and beams! Loud building
workers!

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test
tubes!

Sing to the Lord a new song!

Athlete and band! Loud cheering people!
Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding
wisdom!

Sing to the Lord a new song!
Daughter and son! Loud praying
members!

Sing to the Lord a new song! Refrain

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Text © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from
copyright administrator. Augsburg Fortress License SAS000638



What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

Leaning on the Everlasting Arms

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim
way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
oh, how bright the path grows from day
to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so
near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

Text: Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929



Epiphany 5 February 7, 2021 Announcements

WELCOME! ZioN’s Loy MINISTRY/EVANGELISM BOARD SAYS A SPECIAL WELCOME TO YOU THIS
MORNING AND MAY YOU BE FED SPIRITUALLY DURING THIS TIME OF WORSHIP.

OUR THANKS TO TODAYS WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Musician: Laura Rude Worship assistant: Millie Reierson

Reader: Dan Bartsch Acolyte: Tech assist:

OUR PRAYERS TO Gail Van de Streek hospitalized in Fargo, Bonnie Yost at Sanford TRF.

BROADCASTS today are sponsored in memory of Karen Johnson by Leon Johnson and Ken &
Sharon Wagner.

ZION’S WEBSITE Sponsor for February is Zion memorials
REMINDER to those hospitalized to please notify Zion as the hospital does not inform us.

ZION WORSHIP SERVICE ONLINE Sunday mornings you can listen to the 8:30AM service
online. Go to: www.ziontrf.org. in the black barmer click Listen Online, Click on the RED link to KTRF.

STEWARDSHIP (Envelopes/Vanco Electronic Giving/Silver Creek included in all totals)
Jan 25-31 income: $8,587.
Year to Date income Jan 1- Jan 31: $25,688.

ZION ANNUAL MEETING will be rescheduled

HOLY COMMUNION will be celebrated February 7 & 21. Home communion may be picked up
at Zion during office hours.

CONFIRMATION STUDENTS may sign-up to Acolyte, Read, or Tech Crew for Sunday &
Lent worship. Sign-up sheets on Madison’s office door

WEEKLY SCHEDULE:
Sunday, Feb 7: 8:30 Zion Holy Communion worship/ Broadcasts Cable 3, KTRF radio;
9:30 Online Sunday School posted
10:00 Silver Creek Worship
7 PM - 4-H meeting
Monday, Feb 8: Parish Nurse available by appointment
Tuesday, Feb 9: 9:30 Staff meeting; Pastors Text study
5:15 Christian Ed/Youth Board via Zoom
Wednesday, Feb 10: 9:30 TRF Ministerial meeting
6pm Confirmation Classes via Zoom
7 Senior Choir
Thursday, Feb 11: 7 PM Synod Spring Gathering via Zoom
Sunday, Feb 14: 8:30 Zion worship/ Broadcasts Cable 3, KTRF radio;
9:30 Online Sunday School posted
10:00 Silver Creek Worship

Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation Office Phone: 681-3296 Fax: 681-3048
Alemayehu Tulu, Associate Pastor 681-1866 alezion@mncable.net

Linda Hamrick, Office Manager ziontrfl@mncable.net: Tiffany Sterry & David Lee, Custodial
Madison Crane, Youth & Family Ministries rzyouthfam@gmail.com: Sandy Knutson, Parish Nurse




GOSPEL MESSAGE

March 7, 2021
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
God’s Love Is Not for Sale

The trouble isn’t that there are people buying and selling animals and exchanging money in the
temple. Those things have always happened in the temple. No one is being corrupt; no one is
getting rich. These are facets of temple life that exist to uphold God’s law.

The trouble is that something has gone haywire: we have allowed our experience of the
marketplace to shape the way we see God; if I give God this, God will give me that. Instead of
God informing our understanding of the marketplace, it has come to be the other way around.
Jesus has come to turn this haywire understanding on its head.

In the face of trouble, promising to give God something as a down payment will not make God
any more likely to come to your aid. God has already come and made a home with you in your
trouble.

In the face of death, bargaining with God will not attract God’s favor for you, because God is
already there. Your death is forever wedded to Christ’s death, and likewise your resurrection to
his resurrection.

In the face of helplessness, negotiating with God for help is useless because God was your
helper long before you even asked.

Do you see? God’s love is not to be bought or sold, only given freely and lavishly, even to those
who could never pay if they wanted to.

As a result, the body of Christ today, the church, sets out to live in ways that are unfathomable
to the modern-day market. We spend our communal life on hungry people who will never be
able to invite us to their own tables, and on children who cannot contribute to our offering plate,
on dying people who after receiving our most prized treasures are not there to enjoy them. Our
life is senseless lived by the rules of the marketplace. Thanks be to God that Christ comes to
overturn it.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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